
A SERIES OF SPECIAL SERVICES FOR ADVENT

First Sunday is November 27



For to us a child is born, to us a 
son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be 

called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.
—ISAIAH 9:6

THEME

In this Advent series, we are reminded that Christ is born in us spiritually today and every day. He 
enters into us daily to strengthen and support us, save us and renew us. We are changed by his 
presence within us as we become more and more like him in the living of our lives. 



And I will make of you 
a great nation, and I 

will bless you and 
make your name 

great, so that you will 
be a blessing. 
Genesis 12:2

WEEK 1

God promises Abraham that an offspring from his line would bring blessing to all. When Jesus was 
born, that promise came true with an abundance. 



Pieter Bruegel the Elder – The Census at Bethlehem (1566)
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They who wait for the 
Lord shall renew their 

strength; they shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles; they shall 
run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and 
not faint. 

Isaiah 40:31

WEEK 2

The prophet Isaiah declared that a Holy One from God would be born into this world to bring renewal 
to all the faint and weary. Christ’s birth restores our strength that we might serve him. 



Christus (also known 
as Christus Consolator) is a 
19th-century Carrara 
marble statue of 
the resurrected Jesus by Berte
l Thorvaldsen.

Christus (statue) - Wikipedia



For you are my rock 
and my fortress; 

and for your name’s 
sake you lead me and 

guide me. 
Psalm 31:3

WEEK 3

The children of Israel wandered in the desert for 40 years, doubting God’s plan for them. With the 
arrival of Jesus, we have a clear path to the promised land of heaven through him who is the Way. 



Does the road wind up-hill all 
the way? Yes, to the very 
end. Will the day’s journey 
take the whole long day? 
From morn to night, my 
friend. But is there for the 
night a resting-place? A roof 
for when the slow dark hours 
begin. May not the darkness 
hide it from my face? You 
cannot miss that inn. Shall I 
meet other wayfarers at 
night? Those who have gone 
before. Then must I knock, or 
call when just in sight? They 
will not keep you standing at 
that door. Shall I find comfort, 
travel-sore and weak? Of 
labour you shall find the sum. 
Will there be beds for me and 
all who seek? Yea, beds for all 
who come. (Christina 
Rossetti, “Up-Hill,” Goblin 
Market and Other Poems, 
Macmillan, 1862)



Your right hand, O 
Lord, glorious in 
power, your right 

hand, O Lord, 
shatters the enemy. 

Exodus 15:6

WEEK 4

John the Baptist pointed to the power of God present in Jesus Christ. As we prepare for the birth of 
baby Jesus, we point others to the power at work in our lives through our Emmanuel, God with us. 



Carrie Underwood - The Champion ft. Ludacris (Official Lyric Video) - Bing video



For unto you is born 
this day in the city
of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the 

Lord. 
Luke 2:11

Christmas 
Eve



Caravaggio, Nativity with St. 
Francis and St. Lawrence –
Renovate

caravaggio nativity with st
francis - Bing images



Show us your 
steadfast love, O 

Lord, and grant us 
your salvation. 

Psalm 85:7

Christmas 
Day



I just want ups.

3535640_orig.png (853×480) (weebly.com)

In one of Charles Schultz’s 
Peanuts cartoons, Lucy admits 
to Charlie Brown that she gets 
discouraged at times. Charlie 
makes the mistake of 
responding by saying, “Well, 
Lucy, life does have its ups 
and downs, you know.” This 
sends Lucy into one of her 
tirades. “But why?” she asks. 
“Why can’t my life be all ups? 
If I want all ups, why can’t I 
have them? Why can’t I move 
from one up to another up? 
Why can’t I just go from an up 
to an upper-up?” She finally 
proclaims, “I don’t want any 
downs. I just want ups, and 
ups, and ups!” Charlie, of 
course, responds, “I can’t 
stand it!”
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Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 
Behold, the King of glory waits.

The King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.

Life and salvation he doth bring;
therefore rejoice and gladly sing.

To God the Father raise
your joyful songs of praise.

HYMN



Invocation and Lighting of the Advent Wreath

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

(The first blue or purple candle is lit.)

P We light the first candle on the Advent wreath as we 
rejoice in the blessings that have come to us through the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. God told Abraham that 
through one of his descendants “all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3).

Invocation and Call to Worship



Confession and Absolution

P Let us confess our sins to God and ask his forgiveness.
C Lord God, we are blessed with your love and salvation, 
but we do not always live as your people. We turn away 
from your Word and ways to follow our own selfish desires. 
We listen to the temptations of the world around us. We do 
not share with others the blessings we have received. Have 
mercy on us and forgive us.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION



O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in. Be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

HYMN



Prayer of the Day

PRAYER



Once he came in blessing, all our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy;

Bore the cross to save us; hope and freedom gave us.

HYMN



Children’s Sermon 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE OR 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH



HYMN

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady.” Gloria!



Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-8

Epistle Reading Romans 4:1-8

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-56

READINGS



Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-8

Epistle Reading Romans 4:1-8

Gospel Reading Luke 1:39-56

READINGS



The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
with wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady.” Gloria!

HYMN



THE MESSAGE

Sermon, 10-15 Minutes



Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior, who takes your sins away.

To us by grace alone the truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven to all the world is shown.

HYMN



Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

CREED



OFFERING

Offering



Prayers

P Lord and Savior, have mercy on those who are suffering 
through illness and loss. Watch over them and comfort them 
through the promises of your holy Word. Lead us as we seek 
ways to help and serve those in need so that we might share 
our blessings with them. Holy Child of Bethlehem,
C Be born in us today. As we have been blessed through 
your birth, help us to bless others in your name.

PRAYERS



Benediction

P “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his 
servant.
C For behold, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name” (Luke 1:46-48).
P “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to 
shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26).
C Amen.

LORD’S SUPPER - BENEDICTION



Come, thou precious Ransom, come,
only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world!
Open are to thee all portals.
Come, thy beauty let us see;
anxiously we wait for thee.

HYMN
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