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For by grace 
you have been saved 

through faith. 

—Ephesians 2:8—

HOW SWEET 

THE SOUND

2023-2024 Christian Student Planner
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GracE



 Each week on the right 
page at the top, you 
will see a Bible verse 
chosen as your Good 
News verse of the week. 
The verse is drawn from 
the week’s Gospel story.

 B. We’ve made one word 
stand out. It is your Word 
of the Week. Reflect on 
that word each day. It’s 
God’s Good News! 

C.  On Mondays throughout 
the year, you’ll be asked 
to read the entire Bible 
story from which our 
verse is taken. What 
does the whole story 
tell us? 

D. On Tuesdays, you will 
learn a little bit more about what the Word of the Week 
means. How is it used in the Bible? What does it mean 
for us today?

 Wednesday you will have the opportunity to journal 
about the lessons in the Bible story. Read the entire 
Good News story to help get you motivated.

F. On the lower right-hand side of some pages you will 
see a small cross with a fact or question. This tells you 
Jesus is “On the Move” in the Gospel story, so check 
the map on the back of this book.

 Each week as you take your planner home, you and 
your family can learn more and talk about the weekly 
gospel story through a link to the family Good News-
Letter.
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D
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F

Theme of this Year’s Planner
This year as you learn new things, remember that you 

are a called disciple of Jesus, just like Peter, James and 

John. You have been called to follow and to serve others 

in Jesus name, as it says in Psalm 100:2: “Serve the Lord 

with Gladness!”

Your teacher will let you know how you use the Good 

News planner to communicate your assignments and 

school schedule with your parents.

Have fun this year, and may our Lord Jesus Christ be at 

the center of all your weekly activities.
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Reading

Read the Whole Story
This week’s Good News comes 

from Luke 12:49-53.

What’s the Word?
A division is a separation. Jesus 
said there would be division be-
tween those who accepted him 

and those who did not.

My Thoughts
Is there anyone from whom I feel 
separated? How could I heal that 

division?

I Pray
Lord Jesus, help me remain firm 
in my commitment to love and 
serve you always by loving and 

serving others. Amen.

Serve With Gladness
Be mindful of the issues and atti-
tudes that cause division among 
your classmates. Make an effort 
this school year to bring groups 

of friends together. 

[Jesus said,] “Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but division.” 
 Luke 12:51

division

Jesus explains that his teachings will cause division while he and his disciples  
journey to Jerusalem.

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter for links to 
the readings of the week, information on the gospel reading, and table-time family discussion questions.

TALK ABOUT: What sorts of things cause people to feel separated from family or friends? From others in our 
community or our world?  PRAY TOGETHER: Dear Jesus, thank you that we live where we are free to believe in you.
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For by grace 
you have been saved  

through faith. 

—Ephesians 2:8—
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the poor in spirit
“Poor in spirit” means to be 
humble. Humility is the realization 
that all your gifts and blessings 
come from the grace of God. 
Humility brings an openness, 
allowing us to understand and to 
do the will of God. 

those who mourn
We may mourn the loss of loved 
ones in our life. But Jesus is with 
us, especially at those times. Jesus 
promises to send the Holy Spirit to 
comfort us in our mourning.

the meek
The word meekness means having 
strength under control. That 
control is humility. Jesus said 
that if we wanted to be great in 
His kingdom then we would be 
servants. A willingness to serve is 
the definition of meekness.

those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness
Those who hunger for 
righteousness are the ones 
that want to see justice and 
reconciliation in the world.  
They want people to live on  
good and just terms with each 
other and with God.

the merciful
To be merciful is to be 
compassionate and forgiving. In 
the parable of the unforgiving 
servant, Jesus asks the question as 
to whether or not the one who has 
received mercy should have shown 
mercy on his fellow servant.

the pure of heart
With hearts made clean from the 
messiness of sin, we will be able to 
see God in all his beauty, splendor 
and holiness. 

the peacemakers
These are the followers of the 
Prince of Peace who reconciled 
men with God. They take seriously 
the ministry of reconciliation. 
They will be called the sons of 
God because they are acting and 
following the example of Jesus.

those persecuted for 
righteousness
There are parts of the world where 
people are being persecuted for 
Christ. For them, following Christ 
means suffering, rejection and 
even death. Jesus assures them of 
their heavenly reward.

Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in 
heaven.

Now when Jesus saw the 
crowds, he went up on 
a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came 

to him, and he began to 
teach them.

He said: “Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they  
will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they  
will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 
shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart,  
for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”

Matthew 5:1-12
The BEATITUDES 
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OLD TESTAMENT

OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus

Numbers
Deuteronomy

Job
Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

The BOOKS of the BIBLE 

PENTATEUCH 
(Five Books)

POETIC BOOKS

HISTORICAL  
BOOKS

PROPHETIC BOOKS

Joshua
Judges
Ruth
1 Samuel

2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings
1 Chronicles

2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel

Hosea
Joel 
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah

Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai

Zechariah
Malachi

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

GOSPELS 
AND ACTS

LETTERS

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation
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LEARNING to USE the BIBLE
The Bible is a book full of stories about how much God loves his people–past, present and 
future. This holy book is a little like other books you read EXCEPT we believe all the people 
who wrote it were inspired by God. The Bible is a collection of many books filled with 
different kinds of writing—history, prophesy stories, letters, prayers, songs and more. We 
listen to readings from the Bible every time we go to church, but we can learn a lot about 
God’s love by reading the Bible at home with our families. Do you have a Bible of your 
own? Ask someone to give you one for Christmas or your birthday!

The Old Testament (sometimes called The 
Hebrew Bible) begins with the book of Genesis 
and the story of creation (“In the beginning”). 
The Old Testament tells us about our ancestors 
in faith, the Israelites. It is full of history (books 
of Kings), prayers and songs (the Psalms) and 
prophecies (Isaiah and Jeremiah). 

How to Find a Bible Verse
Do you have a favorite Bible story? Do you know where and how to find it?

Bible citations (sigh-TAY-shuns) show you how to find a verse or a longer passage in the Bible.  
There are three steps to looking up a Bible verse:

The Bible Has Two Parts
The New Testament begins with the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. These books 
tells us about the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus. The New Testament contains the history 
of the early Christian Church in the Acts of the 
Apostles and letters written mostly by St. Paul. 
The last book of the Bible is called Revelation.

1. FIND THE BOOK.
 Example: 2 Corinthians

 Say: Second Cor-IN-thee-ins.

 Hint: Look in the New Testament, after the Gospels  
and between the book of 1 Corinthians and Galatians.

2. FIND THE CHAPTER.
 Example: 2 Corinthians 5

 Say: Second Corinthians, chapter five.

 Hint: The chapter is the first number after the name of the book.

3. FIND THE VERSE NUMBER(S)* 
 Example: 2 Corinthians 5:17

 Say: Second Corinthians, five, seventeen.

 Hint: The verse is the second number, found after the chapter 
number. They are separated by a colon (:).

 *If two verse numbers are separated with a hyphen (-), read all of 
the verses in between.

 *If the verse numbers are separated with a comma (,), read only 
the verses whose numbers are given.

 Try looking up some passages from the Bible on your own! 

ZSC23/F20
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Reading

Read the Whole Story
This week’s Good News comes 

from Matthew 14:22-36.

What’s the Word?
The word courage means...

Why did Jesus tell the disciples 
to “take courage”?

My Thoughts
I think I need courage most 

when...

I Pray
Dear Jesus, give me courage

 to begin this school year ready 
to face new challenges.

Grace in Action
Ask God to give you the courage 

to make some new friends.
Talk with at least one person you 

do not know yet.

courage

In this week’s Bible story, Jesus and the disciples are in a boat. What bodies of water could they 
be crossing? (Look on the back cover.)
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   Initials

Parent-Teacher Comments

   Initials

When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
“It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately 
said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

Matthew 14:26-27 

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter for links to 
the readings of the week, information on the Gospel reading, and table-time family discussion questions.

TALK ABOUT: As this school year begins, I will encourage others by... WE PRAY: Lord Jesus, thank you for opening 
my eyes and my heart to your amazing grace. Help me to remember that you are with me always. Amen.
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Reading

Read the Whole Story
This week’s Good News comes 

from Matthew 15:21-28.

What’s the Word?
The word faith means...

In the Bible reading, what did 
Jesus do for the woman because 

she had great faith?

My Thoughts
My faith is stronger now

 because...
I think I can help my

faith to grow this year by...

I Pray
Lord Jesus, please help me find 

ways to make my faith grow 
stronger today and every day.

Grace in Action
Make an effort this year to take 
time each day to listen to Jesus. 
Ask him to increase your faith.

faith

This week’s Bible story takes place in the region of Tyre and Sidon. Look on the back cover of this 
book to find these cities.
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Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.

Matthew 15:28

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: I know the Holy Spirit is speaking to me when...  

PRAY TOGETHER: Lord Jesus, be with me as I strive to meet new challenges. Please help me to increase my faith 
and understand your will in my life. Amen.
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Reading

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Read the Whole Story
This week’s Good News comes 

from Luke 2:1-18.

Boxing Day (CAN)

What’s the Word?
The definition of Savior is...

Celebrate the news that Jesus 
came to be a light to all people!

My Thoughts
If I were in danger, I imagine this 
kind of person coming to save 

me...

I Pray
Father in heaven, thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus, to be 

the Savior of your creation.

Grace in Action
Make a list of people who gave 

you presents and write them 
thank-you notes.

Savior

Joseph and Mary made a very long journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. What large city is close 
to Bethlehem?
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But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
   Luke 2:10-11

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: What special things do I share with my family?

PRAY TOGETHER: Jesus, thank you for the gift of families, especially my own. May we follow the model your 
Holy Family gave to us both now and in the future. Amen.
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ReadingEpiphany

New Year’s Day

Read the Whole Story
This week’s Good News comes 

from Matthew 2:1-11.

My Thoughts
The gift I would most like to give 

to Jesus and his family is...

What’s the Word?
Who were the Magi?

How many words can you find 
in a dictionary that are based on 

the root magi?

I Pray
Lord Jesus, bless me with the 

grace to grow in the gifts of the 
Spirit so I will make wise choices 

in 2024.

Grace in Action
Now that we are in 2024, pray 
that you will take advantage 

of all the new challenges.

Magi
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.”
 Matthew 2:1-2

WEEKLY GOOD NEWS–LETTER: Scan this code to access your weekly Good News Family Newsletter.
TALK ABOUT: I give Jesus the gift of...

PRAY TOGETHER: Jesus, today I am strengthened by my faith in your saving power. Amen.
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HOMOPHONES AND OTHER TRICKY WORDS!
 (YOUR SPELL-CHECKER CAN’T HELP YOU CHOOSE THE CORRECT WORD TO USE.)

accept v. to agree; assent; concur
except prep. besides; excluding

ad n. a sales message
add v. to combine to form a sum

affect	 v. to impact or change
effect	 n. result of an action or cause

aisle n. a walkway between sections
isle n. an island

altar n. a raised table for worship
alter v. to change; modify

are v. the form of be that goes with 
you/we/they

hour n. sixty minutes of time
our pron. the possessive form of we

ate v. the past tense of eat
eight n. or adj. one more than seven

bare adj. empty, uncovered
bear n. a very large, furry animal

blue adj. a color
blew v. past tense of blow

board n. a long, thin plank of wood
bored adj. unexcited; tired; lonely

brake n. a device that stops motion
break v. to separate into pieces;
  n. a rest

buy v. to purchase with money
by prep. next to, in connection with
bye exclam. shorter version of goodbye!

cell n. small part of large structure
sell v. give in exchange for money

cent(s) n. money less than a dollar
scent(s) n. smell(s); fragrance(s)
sent v. the past tense of send
sense n. a meaning; feeling; v. to feel

dear adj. beloved
deer n. a wild, horse-like animal

decent adj. acceptable; fairly good
descent n. a downward motion
dissent v. to disagree; n. disagreement

dew n. drops of water on plants
do v. to perform; complete
due adj. owed to someone

fair n. a festival; just; pleasant
fare n. the price of admission

flour	 n. powder made of ground grain
flower	 n. a plant with blooms

grate n. cover for a hole; v. to shred
great adj. large,	magnificent,	powerful

hear v. processing sound with the ears
here adv. this place; where we are

heard v. past tense of hear
herd n. a group of animals

hole n. an opening; an empty spot
whole adj. the entire thing

hour n. a measure of time; 60 minutes
our adj. belonging to us

it’s the contraction for it is or it has
its  pron. the possessive form of it

knew v. past tense of to be aware 
new adj. just made or beginning

know v. to be aware of
no adj. not any; a negative answer 

lead n. a metal that is very heavy
led v. past tense of lead

meat n. animal	flesh,	a	protein	food
meet v. to come together

one n. or adj. a single item or unit
won v. the past tense of win

pair n. a set of two matching items
pare v. to trim; reduce
pear n. a sweet, green, oblong fruit

parish n. a church’s region or population
perish v. to die; to be ruined

peace n. calmness; a state of harmony
piece n. a part or portion of something

plain adj. simple, clear; n.	a	grassy	field
plane n. a	winged	aircraft;	a	flat	surface

rain n. water falling from the sky
reign n. the time a king or queen rules
rein n. a rope which steers an animal

read v. to understand printed words
reed n. tall, thin marsh plant

receipt n. proof of sale; act of receiving
recipe n. baking directions

read v. past tense of read (see above) 
red n. or adj. a color

right adj. correct; not left; n. what 
belongs to a person by law or 
nature

rite n. a ritual; a special or sacred act
write v. to communicate on paper or 

computer

road n. a paved path for traveling
rode v. the past tense of ride
rowed v. the past tense of row

sail n. the canvas by which wind 
drives a ship

sale n. the act of selling; a bargain

sea n. a very large body of water
see v. to view with your eyes

son n. a male child
sun n. a large star

shone v. the past tense of shine
shown v. the past participle of show

sight n. vision; something one sees
site n. a place or location

tail n. a rear part
tale n. an imaginary story

their pron. possessive form of they
there adv. that other place
they’re the contraction for they are

threw v. the past tense of throw
through prep. from one end to another

to  prep. indicates direction or limit
too adv. also; an excessive amount
two n. or adj. one more than one

toe n. one of the digits on a foot
tow v. to pull

vary v. to	differ	from	something
very adv. extremely

wait v. to stay temporarily; to serve
weight n. heaviness;	gravity’s	effect

ware n. goods; merchandise
wear v. to put on clothing, jewelry, etc.; 

to become worn out
where adv. asking for a place/location

way n. a road, direction or style
weigh v. to measure on a scale

weather n. state of the atmosphere
whether conj. introduces a choice

we’re the contraction for we are
were v. one of the past tenses of be

you’re the contraction for you are
your pron. the possessive form of you
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a lot

absence

acceptable

accessible

accidentally

accommodate

accomplish

achieve

acquire

acquit

actually

all right

amateur

analyze

ancient

annually

apparent

appearance

appropriate

approximately

argument

attendance

beautiful

beginning

believe

breathe

built

bury

business

calendar

candidate

category

certainly

changeable

character

collectible

column

committed

conscience

conscious

consensus

correspondence

courageous

dangerous

deceive

defendant

definitely

develop

different

disappear(ance)

discipline

embarrass(ment)

environment

equipment

especially

exceed

exercise

exhilarate

existence

experience

familiar

fiery

finally

foreign

fortunately

friend

gauge

government

governor

grateful

guarantee

guidance

happened

harass

heard

height

hierarchy

humorous

ignorance

immediate(ly)

importance

independent

indispensable

intelligence

interrupt

irrelevant

it’s/its

jewelry

judgment

kernel/colonel

knowledge

leisure

liaison

library

license

lightning

loneliness

losing

maintenance

maneuver

mathematics

medieval

memento

millennium

miniature

miscellaneous

mischievous

misspell

muscle

necessary

niece

neighbor

noticeable

obedience

occasion(ally)

occurrence

opportunity

pastime

permanent

personal

personnel

possession

precede

principal

principle

privilege

probably

pronunciation

public(ly)

pursue

quantity

questionnaire

realize

receipt

receive

recommend

referred

reference

relevant

repetition

responsible

restaurant

rhyme

rhythm

safety

schedule

science

seize

separate

sergeant

sincerely

soldier

stopped

straight

succeed

supersede

surprise

suspicious

swimming

temperature

thorough

threshold

tragedy

twelfth

tyranny

until

vacuum

vegetable

vengeance

weather

weight

weird

whether

wholly

yield
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NOUNS
Words which refer to people, places and 
things. 
Common nouns are words like these:

country   space shuttle
Proper nouns are capitalized:  

United States  Columbia

PRONOUNS
Pronouns are words that replace nouns: 

she  he  it  them
Pronouns are used in three ways:

• in the nominative case (the subject 
of the sentence)

• in the objective case (the object of 
the sentence)

• in the possessive case (shows own-
ership)

ADJECTIVES
Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns:

difficult  cool  restricted

VERBS
Verbs express physical and mental actions: 

run  compose  meditate
Verbs also express states of being:

is  will be  has been

ADVERBS
Adverbs describe verbs, adjectives or 
other adverbs:
 She moved slowly.
 The diamond was very expensive.
 The fire burned too quickly.

CONJUNCTIONS
Conjunctions connect words, clauses 
and phrases:

The store sold DVDs and videos.
The meaning became apparent, 

but the wording was unclear.

PREPOSITIONS
Prepositions come before a noun or 
pronoun and tell how that word relates 
to another word in the sentence:

The doctor pushed on the bruise as 
she looked at my face.

INTERJECTIONS
Interjections are words or phrases that 
express strong feelings, often used with 
an exclamation point:
No!  Watch out!  Man, that was hard!

PERIOD
The period ends a sentence and is used 
after the letters of an abbreviation: 
 Susan Johnson, Ph.D.

COMMA
The comma—

• separates words in a list:
I rent CDs, videos, and DVDs.

• is used before a conjunction that 
joins two clauses with subjects and 
verbs:
Jason and Jill went for the ball, 

but neither caught it.
• sets off clauses and phrases:

Steve, who just turned 13, had 
never been sick.

• is used after a dependent clause that 
starts a sentence:
When your grades come up, I will 

raise your allowance.
• sets apart words that refer to each 

other:
Johann Gutenberg, the printer, 

lived in the 1400s.
• separates words like cities and states 

or the numbers in dates:
Detroit, Michigan, is known as 

“Motown.”
July 4, 2003, is my birthday.

HYPHEN
The hyphen separates the parts of 
some compound words, some pre-
fixes and suffixes, and some descriptive 
words:

After-school program
Pre-World War II airplane
President-elect 

CAPITALIZE...
• the first word of every sentence.
• the first word of a quotation, even 

when it is within another sentence.
She said, “ We don’t need help.”

• proper nouns—
President of the United States
July is the seventh month.
Advent is a season of the Church 

Year.
The English language

• proper adjectives—
A Christian school
They share the Hispanic heritage
The Democratic party

• titles or substitutes for proper nouns
Professor Smith walked to the 

podium to begin his lecture.
Wait until Uncle John says so.

QUOTATION MARKS
Double quotation marks are used at the 
beginning and the end of a quotation. 
Single quotation marks begin and end a 
quote within another quote: 

Jesus said, “So should it be with 
you. When you have done all 
you have been commanded, say 
‘We are unprofitable servants.’”

Commas and periods usually fall inside 
the quotation marks, but colons and 
semicolons usually fall outside.

COLON
The colon introduces a statement, a list 
or a quotation:

Please bring the following things 
to class: pencils, calculators, 
and notebooks.

Discuss the following well-
known quotation: “It was the 
best of times; it was the worst 
of times.”

SEMICOLON
The semicolon may be used instead of 
a conjunction between independent 
clauses instead of a conjunction or 
when a word like “however” joins them:

The detective stopped; he 
gasped.

I did not finish my homework; 
however, I did clean my room.

Semicolons are also used to separate lists 
in which commas are already being used:

The film opened in these major 
cities: St. Louis, MO; Denver, 
CO; and Los Angeles, CA.

APOSTROPHE
The apostrophe is used in contractions 
(when letters are left out of a word or 
combination of words): 

We’ll come if we’re not busy.
Apostrophes also are used with the let-
ter s to show possession:

This is Mary’s boombox.
For nouns ending in s or for plural 
nouns, only the apostrophe is used to 
show possession:

They are Jesus’ disciples. 
Jesus is the disciples’ Lord.

PARTS OF SPEECH

CAPITALIZATION

PUNCTUATION
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