
Mystery
 in the Manger

DEVOTIONS & DETECTIVE WORK
for ADVENT & CHRISTMAS



3

1. Find and assemble the Mystery Decoder Glasses  
included in the middle pages of this book.

2. Wear the Mystery Decoder Glasses when  
looking at these red patterns to reveal hidden 
pictures and messages.

3. Use the Mystery Decoder Glasses to learn the Bible verse for the day.
4. Read the daily poem. Did the Bible verse help you fill in the missing word? 

5. Use the Mystery Decoder Glasses  to learn the clue for the day. Each clue helps complete the daily devo-tion and help lead the way to an  amazing Advent discovery!
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DISCOVER how to 
use this book!
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Read Isaiah 9:2

 Read Luke 1:19

1
First Sunday of Advent 

First Monday

Gabriel

Christmas Day will soon be here,
And a new _ _ _ _ _ will appear

Brighter than the brightest flame.
Can you guess that bright one’s name? 

LightWhen family comes to your house on a dark,  
wintery night, you leave a _____ on, right? The _____  
shows them the way. The _____ shines in the darkness,  
welcoming them in.

Our Father in heaven wants us to know that we’re welcome in his heavenly home.  
But we were wandering in the dark. The darkness of sin covered our eyes. 

There is good news. God puts the _____ on! _____ is coming! And when that ____ shines, 
we’ll see the way to our Father’s home once more.

Heavenly Father, I _____ one candle in the dark today  
and thank you for your gift of _____.

Angels bring us heav’nly news.
What a happy job to do!

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ knows someone’s coming. 
God is truly up to something.

Dear God, open my ears to receive your Word this season.  
Help me share the Word with others.
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Look who just showed up unannounced—an angel 
named _______. This surely is a mysterious visitor. 

But you can be sure that an angel brings good 
news. That is his job. _______ brings announcements 
straight from our Father in heaven. 

Welcome, _______. We’re glad you came, because 
we know that God has good news to share.

I am Gabriel ...  
I have been sent to 
speak to you and 

to tell you this good 
news.
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Elizabeth

Read Luke 1:5-7, 11-14

Zechariah

First Tuesday 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ is quite old.
Did you hear what he was told?

There’s a baby on the way.
Dad does not know what to say.

 
Someone is coming, __________. Someone 

unexpected. And that someone is coming 
to you! You might not believe it is possible. 
You might think that you and your wife are 
too old to be parents. But this is God’s good 
news, __________. And with God all things 
are possible.

You’d better prepare for this unexpected 
guest, __________. And I’ll need to prepare too! 
Because he truly is coming.

Dear God, I am surprised and excited. Help 
me to be prepared to welcome you this season.
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God has sent a gift to bless
Even old _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

She will have a baby boy.
Soon we all will jump for joy!

First Wednesday

Read Luke 1:18-25, 41 4

Lord, I wait for you, and in your Word I hope. 

Ready or not, _________, you are going to be a mommy! 
I’m sure that you didn’t think that at your age you’d be  
preparing your home to welcome a new child. After years 
of waiting, you had probably given up hope.

God’s people had been waiting many years too. They 
waited for God to come and save them, just as God had 
promised. After so much time, many had given up hope. 
But __________’s bouncing baby boy brings new hope.  
God’s promise is coming true. 
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Child

John

Guess who’s coming! Here’s a clue.
God will send a _ _ _ _ _ to you!
He will come to love and lead.

That’s the promise. Just believe!

_ _ _ _ is Zechariah’s son.
_ _ _ _ knows someone great will come.

He will be here any day.
_ _ _ _ helps us prepare the way.

5
First Thursday
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Read Isaiah 9:6

Read Mark 1:2-8

First Friday

What are God’s people hoping for? Can 
you guess who’s coming for Christmas? The 
prophet Isaiah gives us a clue. “A _____ will be 
born,” Isaiah writes. “A Son will be given to 
rule us with power and might forever.”

If God’s promise of a baby boy is com-
ing true for Elizabeth, then we are even 
more hopeful in the coming of this 
promised ______. “A little _____ will lead 
them,” Isaiah writes. Let’s keep a faithful 
watch for the _____ this season.

 Thank you, Father,  
for the gift of your Son.

Look at _____ now. He is no longer a child. He 
has grown up, and he has a very important job to 
do. Each day _____ tells people that the promised 
one is truly coming. Each day he warns people to 
turn away from their sinful ways; he asks them to 
prepare their hearts to welcome God’s promise. 
Each day _____ washes people who want to be 
made clean and fresh in God’s sight.

Dear God, as I prepare my home for  
Christmas, prepare my heart to be a  
welcome home for you.

John said, 
“I am the voice of  

one crying out in the  
wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the 
Lord.’” —John 1:23
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This Advent, follow the clues, left throughout Scripture, that  
point the way to history’s greatest hidden treasure. 

Read through ancient texts, listen for songs of angels, decipher 
secret messages written in the starry skies, keep careful watch 
over sheep and sleepy shepherds, travel many miles and check 

through backstreet barnyards to learn how the mystery unfolds.
Hidden clues in this activity book guide the way along the  

Advent trail. The images and daily messages you uncover help  
reveal God’s great plan for our salvation—a plan wrapped in 

mystery (and swaddling clothes). 
Each day of Advent, look up the Bible verse and read the  

coordinating devotion. Then search for the secret clue hinted at 
in the devotional poem. You’ll be able to spy the clue by using 
the Mystery Decoder Glasses included in this book. 

When Christmas Day arrives, open your eyes to the miraculous, 
magnificent, birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. A Savior who shows 
us that God’s love and grace is no longer a mystery to us.

Behold, wise men from the east  
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is  
he who has been born king of the Jews?  
For we saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.”     —Matthew 2:1-2


