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ABOUT THIS SERVICE
Palm Sunday is a day when we welcome our Lord into Jerusalem in view of God’s mercy toward 
us as our Savior heads to the cross. We, in turn, are called by God, especially during Holy Week, 
to be living sacrifices for him, displaying our devotion to him in word and deed. Jesus helps us 

to see the richness of God’s mercy in his suffering, death and resurrection that lay ahead of him. 
This worship series for Palm Sunday by theology professor David Peter focuses our eyes of faith 

on the meaning behind God’s mercy made manifest in Christ as palm branches wave.

For this service, the kit contains: an order of service • sermon • children’s message • prayers • 
music for the accompanist

ORDERING INFORMATION
Additional resources are available from Creative Communications for the Parish. Contact us for 

current pricing and availability. Call us at 1-800-325-9414. Or visit our website:  
www.creativecommunications.com.
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Blank Bulletins for the Holy Week and Easter Services:

Code GMWB • Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday) 
Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 11"

Code GMWD• Holy Week (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday) 
Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 14"

Code GMWC • Easter Sunday 
Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 11"

Code GMWE • Easter Sunday 
Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 14"

A Complete Series for the Weeks of Lent Is Available:

Those who desire may supplement this service with other services for all of Lent. They are 
available as a kit and include all the Leader’s Guide features described above in paper format. The 

kit also includes digital files in RTF format with text of services, plus a PDF file of the kit, and 
PowerPoint documents for use on screens. Kit Code GMWU

Ash Wednesday

Mercy in Ashes • Joel 2:13

As we are marked with ashes on this day, a reminder to us of our sins, we are 
reminded, too, of the mercy of our God who lifts us from our ashes to new life in Christ.

Week 1

Mercy in Temptation • 1 Corinthians 10:13

In the midst of temptation, our merciful God provides us with a way 
out through his Son, who was tempted just as we are, yet without sin.

Week 2

Mercy in Suffering • 1 Peter 2:23

No life is without suffering, but our sufferings are not worth comparing 
to the glory to be revealed to us in Jesus by God’s great mercy.
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Week 3

Mercy in Betrayal • 1 Peter 3:11

Though we may turn away from our God again and again, our  
Lord continues to call us back into his merciful arms for Jesus’ sake.

Week 4

Mercy in Relationships • Ephesians 4:32

Within the communities God has placed us, we are given the grace  
to treat one another as Christ has cared for us in his love and mercy.

Week 5

Mercy in Service • Hebrews 6:10

In response to God’s kindness to us in Jesus, we serve in 
mercy the needs of those around us by Christ’s example.

Bulletins for the Lent Series:

Code GMW2 • Lent Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 11"

Code GMWR • Lent Blank bulletins • 8.5" x 14"

You can also order the Ash Wednesday service alone:

Ash Wednesday

Code GMW3 • Kit
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Ride on, ride on in majesty! Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry. 
O Savior meek, pursue thy road, with palms and scattered garments strowed.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
O Christ, thy triumphs now begin o’er captive death and conquered sin.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! The angel armies of the sky  
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes to see the approaching sacrifice.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh.  
The Father on his sapphire throne awaits his own anointed Son.

Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die. 
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain, then take, O God, thy pow’r and reign!
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COMPLETE SCRIPT FOR WORSHIP 
LEADERS

• If desired, an Environmental Projection is shown on a screen or on the walls 
of your worship space to set the tone for the service before the service begins or 
throughout the service at various points:

shutterstock.com/image-photo/tropical-jungle-palm-foliage-dark-green-1015020100

• This Theme Verse is read aloud by the pastor at the start of the service or is read 
silently by the congregation before the service begins:

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” John 12:13

• The Invocation and Call to Worship are spoken responsively by the pastor and 
the congregation:

 P The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

 C Amen. 

 P With palm branches in hand, we greet the One who comes to save us from our sin.

 C Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 P With raised voices, we glorify the Messiah who comes humbly riding on a donkey. 
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 C Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

 P With jubilant song, we worship the King who comes to rule in righteousness and peace.

 C Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

 P With penitent hearts, we repent before the Lord who is holy and just.

 C Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

 P With soaring spirits, we rejoice in the God of our salvation.

 C Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!

 P Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king comes to you sitting on a donkey’s colt.

 C Amen.

• The Hymn is sung by the congregation while waving palm branches, with 
children and/or worship leaders processing in waving palm branches, if desired, 
according to local custom, to the tune Valet Will Ich Der Geben 76 76 D, or a 
selection from the contemporary music song suggestions list at the end of the 
music guide for this service can be sung instead:

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

You are the King of Israel and David’s royal Son,  
Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and Blessed One.

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

The company of angels is praising you on high, 
And we with all creation in chorus make reply.

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went;  
Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
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To you before your passion they sang their hymns of praise; 
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

As you received their praises, accept the prayers we bring, 
O Source of ev’ry blessing, our good and gracious King. 

All glory, laud, and honor to you, Redeemer, King,  
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

• The Confession and Forgiveness is spoken responsively by the pastor and the 
congregation:

 P On Palm Sunday the crowds welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem with the cry of “Hosanna!” But 
on Friday they called out for his execution, shouting “Crucify him!” So also our sin has led to 
Christ’s crucifixion. We repent of that sin, and we seek God’s mercy to absolve our iniquity.

 C Most merciful God, we have sinned much and are in need of your salvation. We cry to 
you “Hosanna, Save us!” We ask you not to remember our evil but instead to forgive our 
transgression. For the sake of your humble servant, Jesus Christ, pardon us and restore 
us in righteousness. Renew our spirits so that we walk in obedience to your Word, to the 
glory of your holy name. 

 P We cry to you for mercy.

 C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

(Please silently reflect on the fact that though our sin is great, God’s mercy is greater.)

 P Hear the good news! God’s Word declares: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Behold, 
your king comes to you; righteous and having salvation is he” (Zechariah 9:9). In the mercy 
of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to die for you. For Christ’s sake God forgives you 
all your sins and gives you his righteousness, making you holy in his sight and giving you 
salvation. His mercy endures forever because his love for you is steadfast.

 C Amen.

• The Prayer of the Day is spoken by the pastor or other worship leader:

 P Gracious Lord, as we enter this Holy Week, we do so in view of your mercy. As the people of 
Jerusalem greeted Jesus with palm branches in hand, so we now acknowledge him to be our 
King. We thank you for sending Jesus to be our Savior who gave his life so that we might live 
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Tune ........................................................................................................ Ellacombe 76 76 D
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• The Sermon Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune Ellacombe 76 76 D, 
or a selection from the contemporary music song suggestions list at the end of the 
music guide for this service can be sung instead:

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang;  
Through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang.  
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast,  
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.

From Olivet they followed mid an exultant crowd,  
The victor palm branch waving and chanting clear and loud. 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state,  
Nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait.

“Hosanna in the highest!” That ancient song we sing;  
For Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heav’n our King.  
Oh may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice  

And in his blissful presence eternally rejoice!


