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Wait for the Lord;  
be strong, and let your 

heart take courage;  
wait for the Lord!

—Psalm 27:14
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Complete Script
 

Pre-Service Music
As We Gather

As you wait for the service to begin, prepare for worship as a child excitedly waits 
for Christmas. Wait in joyful expectation of the Good News the children will share of 

the long-awaited promise of God, fulfilled in the birth of Jesus.

Processional Hymn ........................ Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver; born a child and yet a king! 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

A Children’s
Christmas Service
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Invocation and Call to Worship
(with selections from Psalms, Isaiah and John)

 L In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 L Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the 
Lord!

 C I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his Word I hope.

 L The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

 C This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation. 

 L Jesus, our Savior, has come; he dwells with us now; and he will return in 
glory.

 C Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the 
Lord!

Prayer of the Day
 L Heavenly Father, as we wait for Christmas to celebrate Jesus’ birth, and 

as we wait for him to return, help us to trust in your promises. Bless the 
children as they share your message and assure us of Jesus’ presence with 
us right now and forever. Amen.

A Meditation
 L What are you waiting for? The question conveys a sense of urgency for 

action. It also brings to mind many things we wait for, often impatiently. 
The Advent season shines a spotlight on waiting. When it comes to all the 
preparations we need to make before Christmas, we are often hurried. 
“What are you waiting for?” you may ask a family member when the 
Christmas lights aren’t put up yet or the house needs to be cleaned in 
time for your Christmas party. But Advent also reminds us how hard it 
is to wait for things we long for to come to pass. Kids can hardly wait to 
open their gifts on Christmas morning. But there are other things we wait 
for that seem so long in coming. We often grow weary, exhausted, even 
hopeless. “When will my suffering end?” “When will I have the answers I 
seek?” “When will God answer my prayers?” “When will Jesus return so all 
my misery will be over?” Waiting is hard. But, as the prophet Isaiah wrote, 
“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God 
… those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” The children 
will soon share the message that God always comes through for us at just 
the right time. Though we wait upon the Lord, we do so confident in his 
promises fulfilled in Jesus. We wait with faith, rejoicing, hope and gratitude. 
So, what are we waiting for? Let’s hear the Good News.
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Waiting for Jesus With Faith
(Children gather in family living room scene with Christmas  

tree and a table with the Advent calendar centerpiece on it.)

						 1. (Referring to gift under tree). Look at this gift under the tree. 

						  2. (Lifting up gift) It says, “To our dear children.” It’s for all of us. I 
wonder what it could be.

						  3. (Looking around room) The grown-ups are still in the kitchen cleaning 
up. Nobody will know if we take a little peek.

(Characters of parent(s) and grandparent(s) enter)

						 4. (Parent) Oh no you don’t! Gifts have to wait until Christmas!

						 5. But I just can’t stand the waiting. Christmas is still four weeks away!

						 6. (Grandparent) Well, we made a special Advent calendar to help us 
wait. You cross out the numbers on the calendar each day. But on 
Sundays, I (or we) will give you a box to open with something to put 
on the calendar that will teach us how to wait upon the Lord. 

							7. Can I open the first one? I can’t wait to see what it is. 

						 8. (Open box 1, found behind the Advent calendar) Seeds. Hmm. My 
friend has an Advent calendar with chocolate behind each window, 
but, uh, seeds are nice too.  

							9. (Grandparent) These seeds remind us how we wait upon the Lord 
with faith, knowing he will keep all his promises.

					 10. (Parent) Just like the promise he made to Abraham. God said 
Abraham would have children and lots of descendants! 

					 11. (Grandparent) God’s promise didn’t seem possible, but just like 
we have faith that tiny seeds hidden in the dirt will grow into 
a beautiful plant, Abraham waited in faith for God to keep his 
promise.

 R The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” ... And Abram said, “Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a [servant] of my household will be my 
heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not 
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him 
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 
able to number them … So shall your offspring be.” And [Abram] believed 
the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:1-6).
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					 12. I remember that story. God gave Abram the new name, Abraham. 
He and his wife, Sarah, were very old when they had their son, 
Isaac.

					 13. (Grandparent, laughing) Now that was a long wait! And at their age, I 
can just imagine how impossible God’s promise seemed!

					 14. (Parent) But God kept his promise. And like this seed, Abraham’s 
family tree would grow to bless many—even us!

 R Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Judah and his brothers ... and Jesse, the father of David the 
king (Matthew 1:2, 6).

					 15. Didn’t Mary and Joseph come from King David’s family?

					 16. (Parent) Yes! Through Abraham’s family, God sent his own Son, 
Jesus, to be our Savior.

(Characters dressed as Mary and Joseph make their way from the back,  
down the center aisle to the manger scene, off center of the living room set, 

or images of Mary and Joseph can appear on a screen.)

 R In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. While they were there, the time came for her to give birth (Luke 
2:1-6). 

 R And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn (Luke 2:7).

					 17. Hey! It’s only the first day of Advent and we already got to the part 
of the story where Jesus is born. 

					 18. But remember, Advent isn’t just about waiting to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth. We’re waiting for something else too.

					 19. (Picking up box 2) Yeah, the day we get to finally open this gift.

					 20. (Grandparent, laughing) Better yet, we wait in faith for Jesus to come 
again to take us to be with him forever, just as he promised.

(Place seeds image on square 1. Cross out numbers 2-7 during song.)



 7

Song by Congregation................................. Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for a bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above; 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 

When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

Waiting for Jesus with Rejoicing
					 21. (Grandparent) I see you’ve been marking off the days on your 

Advent calendar!

					 22. Yes, but there’s still three more weeks ’til Christmas! (Picking up box 
2 from behind the Advent calendar) I can’t wait to open this gift box!

					 23. (Parent) I understand. Waiting for Christmas is hard. Waiting for 
Jesus to return is hard too, especially when life gets rough.

					 24. Sometimes I forget about all the good things to come because the 
wait time is so long and hard.

					 25. (Grandparent) I think opening today’s box will help. 

					 26. I’ll open it! (Opening box 2) It’s a Christmas tree ornament. 

					 27. (Grandparent) This ornament reminds us that even while we wait for 
the Lord, we do so with rejoicing!

					 28. Oh! Just like how we start our Christmas celebrations weeks before 
the big day by decorating the house and having parties.

					 29. (Parent) We know Jesus is with us and gives us good gifts every day, 
so we have reason to rejoice, even while waiting to celebrate his 
birth on Christmas Day, and waiting for him to return.

					 30. (Grandparent) Remember Elizabeth, the relative of Jesus’ mother, 
Mary? Elizabeth also waited a long time for God to bless her with a 
baby. But she had an even greater reason to rejoice.


