
Baptized!
d e v o t i o n s  i n 

c e l e b r a t i o n  o f 

m y  b a p t i s m  d a y

c a r o l  g e i s l e r



For as many 
of you as 

were baptized 
into Christ 
have put 

on Christ.
G A L A T I A N S  3 : 2 7
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

“In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.” Baptisms are done in differ-
ent ways. The water may be sprinkled or poured, 
illustrating the fact that Baptism is a “washing 
of regeneration” (Titus 3:5). Sometimes the bap-
tized individual is completely immersed in water 
and raised up, demonstrating that we are buried 
and raised with Christ Jesus (Romans 6:4). 

Yet there is only one Baptism, water joined 
to the Word and promise of God, carried out 
according to Jesus’ command in the name of 
the Triune God (Matthew 28:19). In Baptism, 
we are adopted into the household of God and 
united with our Savior as members of his body: 
“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 
were called to the one hope that belongs to your 
call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all” (Ephesians 4:4-6).   

Carol Geisler, author  
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New Creation 
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.    
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Sifting a handful of dust through your fingers, it is hard to imag-
ine this finely ground soil as anything else but what it is—dirt—or 
what it once was—rocks or clods of earth broken down over time. 
But what might that dust become, mixed into clay with a bit of wa-
ter, in the hands of a child, or an artist? Dust was long ago shaped 
into the first man by the hand of God, who then breathed life into 
his new creation. 

One day, in death, we will return to dust. It is hard to imagine 
anything else. But in Baptism, we are formed anew by the Word 
of God, with a bit of water and the breath of the Spirit. Each of us 
is, in Christ Jesus, a new creation, made new for a life of love and 
service. And one day, when Jesus returns, these same dusty bod-
ies will be raised in glory to live and reign with our Lord forever. 
Imagine that!

Lord, shape me daily for service  
to others. Amen.



“In the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Created anew, 
washed, born again, adopted, buried and raised—all of 
these active words and images are used in Scripture to 
describe what happened when you were baptized in the 
name of the Triune God. The Holy Spirit was at work in 
the water and the Word, and a new child of God was born 
and welcomed into the community of faith. With the de-
votions in this book, explore the gracious gift of God that 
is Baptism and declare with confident joy: “I am baptized!”
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