
 PY18

PreparePrepare
A  P L A C EA  P L A C E



4 PY18

Prepare
A  P L A C E

P R E P A R E  Y E

By Reed Lessing. Cover design: Lindsay Taylor. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-
325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. Printed in the USA. Purchase of this kit gives the purchaser the copyright 
release to use the material in any format for use in worship.

Index
Notes/Ordering Information.......................................................................................5

Newsletter/Bulletin Notices.......................................................................................6

Order of Service.................................................................................................... 7-11

Complete Script For Worship Leaders................................................................ 12-21

Scripture Readings..............................................................................................22-23

Children’s Message.............................................................................................24-25

Sermon................................................................................................................26-29

Prayers................................................................................................................. 30-32

Music Guide........................................................................................................33-42



PY18 5

Prepare
A  P L A C E

P R E P A R E  Y E

Notes and Ordering Information
Just as Mary and Joseph prepared a place for the baby Jesus to rest his head in a manger, so we 
prepare a place in our hearts this Christmas Eve for Jesus to be present with us. Hymns in the 

service include “Angels From the Realms of Glory,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” and “Joy 
to the World.” Use with the Prepare Ye series or alone. 

Printed bulletins (8 1/2” x 11”) are available. Code PY18A

Blank bulletins (8 1/2” x 11”) are available. Code PY18B

Blank bulletins (8 1/2” x 14”) are available. Code PY18C

Call Creative Communications for the Parish at

1-800-325-9414 for current prices and availability. 

Or visit us online at www.creativecommunications.com
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Newsletter/Bulletin Notices

Newsletter Notice
 Join us for Christmas Eve worship to celebrate the Christ Child placed in a manger. Just as Mary 
and Joseph prepared a place for the baby Jesus to rest his head in a manger, so we prepare a place 

in our hearts this Christmas Eve for Jesus to be present with us. Hymns in the service include 
“Angels From the Realms of Glory,” “Angels We Have Heard on High,” and “Joy to the World.” 

Bulletin Notice
Welcome to Christmas Eve worship to celebrate the Christ Child placed in a manger. Just as 

Mary and Joseph prepared a place for the baby Jesus to rest his head in a manger, so we prepare a 
place in our hearts this Christmas Eve for Jesus to be present with us.
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Order of Service
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Luke 2:12 

Invocation and Call to Worship

	P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

	C Amen. 

	P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

	C To us a child is born.

	P To us a Son is given.

	C And the government will be on his shoulders.

	P And he will be called—

	C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

	P For unto you is born today in the city of David—
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	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

Hymn	������������������������������������������������� Angels from the Realms of Glory (Regent Square 87 87 87)

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Come and worship; come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the Infant Light. 

Come and worship; come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, ye have seen his natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 

Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Confession and Absolution

	P On this holy night, merciful Father, hear our confession, for frequently we hesitate to take your 
Son.

	C Instead we take the forbidden fruit, like Adam and Eve, and hide behind the bushes. 

	P We take advantage of others, while mouthing pious words.

	C We take your blessings for granted, living with thankless hearts.

	P We take vengeance upon those who hurt us, promising retaliation.

	C We take life into our own hands, ignoring your holy will.

	P We take refuge and satisfaction in sin, spurning your commandments.

	C We take hold of our possessions, refusing to let them go.

	P We take part in sinful conversations, oblivious as to how they break your heart.  

	C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 

	P Luke writes in tonight’s gospel lesson, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Jesus your Savior took your place in the manger 
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and upon the cross. As the Christ and Lord, Jesus took all of your sin, shame and brokenness. 
I announce to you the complete and full pardon of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. For unto you is born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

Prayer of the Day

Children’s Message

Old Testament Reading.................................................................................................... Isaiah 9:2-7

Epistle Reading................................................................................................... 2 Corinthians 4:5-6

Gospel Reading................................................................................................................Luke 2:1-20

Hymn	��������������������������������������������������� Angels We Have Heard on High (Gloria 77 77 and refrain)

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be? Which inspire your heav’nly songs? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Sermon

Offering

Prayers

	P Dear Lord Jesus, you came from eternity into time and space—not as a metaphor or myth, 
fable or tale—but to bear our sin and be our Savior. We sing to you with all the humility and 
joy we can muster, “Born that man no more may die, born to raise the sons of earth, born 
to give them second birth.” We praise, bless and adore you as we embrace the hymn of the 
angels. For unto you is born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

	P Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you that Luke took such great care to detail the history of your 
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birth—one of the greatest details is the lowliness of your birth. Any other king—like Caesar 
Augustus—would’ve come with great fanfare and a royal entourage. But you came into our 
world in profound weakness. “No room in the inn” wasn’t an insult to you; it was your choice, 
your plan, the way of the gospel. We rejoice with the angels who announced: For unto you is 
born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

	P Dear Lord Jesus, you didn’t consider equality with God something to be protected or hoarded. 
Rather, you made yourself nothing, becoming one of us. And with measureless love and 
indescribable compassion, you died in our place upon the cross. Thank you for these angelic 
lyrics. For unto you is born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

	P Dear Lord Jesus, we long for the Day when every knee will bow and every tongue will 
confess that you are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. But on this Christmas Eve, we 
humble ourselves, in quietness and stillness, gratefulness and peace. We pray in your merciful 
and mighty name, Jesus. 

	C Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

The Lighting of the Candles

Hymn......................................................................................... Silent Night (Stille Nacht 66 88 66)

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Benediction

	P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

	C For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness”—
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	P Has shone in our hearts. 

	C To give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God—

	P In the face of Jesus Christ.

	C For unto us is born today in the city of David—a Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

Hymn	���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Joy to the World (Antioch CM and refrain)

Joy to the world; the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.
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Complete Script For Worship Leaders
•	 If desired, an Environmental Projection is shown on a screen or on the walls 

of your worship space to set the tone for the service before the service begins or 
throughout the service at various points:

https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/jesus-resting-on-a-manger-gm494958406-77742891

•	 The Theme Verse is spoken by the pastor alone or with the congregation at 
the start of the service or reflected upon silently by the congregation before the 
service begins:

Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Luke 2:12  

•	 The Invocation and Call to Worship are spoken responsively by the pastor and 
the congregation:

	P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

	C Amen. 
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	P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God!

	C To us a child is born.

	P To us a Son is given.

	C And the government will be on his shoulders.

	P And he will be called—

	C Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

	P For unto you is born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

•	 The Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune Regent Square 87 87 87:

Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth. 

Come and worship; come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, yonder shines the Infant Light. 

Come and worship; come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, ye have seen his natal star: 

Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 

Come and worship, come and worship; worship Christ, the newborn King.

•	 The Confession and Absolution is spoken responsively by the congregation and 
the pastor:

	P On this holy night, merciful Father, hear our confession, for frequently we hesitate to take your 
Son.

	C Instead we take the forbidden fruit, like Adam and Eve, and hide behind the bushes. 

	P We take advantage of others, while mouthing pious words.

	C We take your blessings for granted, living with thankless hearts.
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	P We take vengeance upon those who hurt us, promising retaliation.

	C We take life into our own hands, ignoring your holy will.

	P We take refuge and satisfaction in sin, spurning your commandments.

	C We take hold of our possessions, refusing to let them go.

	P We take part in sinful conversations, oblivious as to how they break your heart.  

	C Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy! 

	P Luke writes in tonight’s gospel lesson, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Jesus your Savior took your place in the manger 
and upon the cross. As the Christ and Lord, Jesus took all of your sin, shame and brokenness. 
I announce to you the complete and full pardon of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. For unto you is born today in the city of David—

	C A Savior, who is Christ the Lord!

•	 The Prayer of the Day is spoken by the pastor:

	P Almighty God, you gave your only Son to take our human nature upon himself and to be born 
of a virgin. Grant that we may rejoice in this Christmas gift—“For unto you is born today in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord”; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

•	 The Children’s Message is delivered by the pastor or other worship leader:

For unto you is born today in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. —Luke 2:11

	P Have you ever asked someone, “What are you talking about” and they said, “Nothing”? Or, 
have you ever asked someone what a word meant that they had used, and they said, “I’ll tell 
you later”? Or, when you ask for some help and the person says, “Just a minute, I have to 
finish this other thing first”? Have you ever had any of those things happen? I have. It feels 
like I’m left out. It feels as though I don’t get to be a part of what is going on. 

If you were a shepherd at the time of Jesus, you were often left out. People didn’t want 
shepherds around. Shepherds were the last people to find out about what was going on. 

In today’s gospel lesson, when a really big and important thing happens (the birth of Jesus), 
did you hear who were the first people to hear the news? The business people? The ruling 
leaders? The high and mighty? The rich and famous and elite? Who were the first people to 
hear the good news? The Shepherds! That’s right, the shepherds were the first to know!
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Do you know what? That’s God’s plan! God’s plan is to include everyone in the news—even 
shepherds! “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). “You” means you and you and you and you and everyone! 

Jesus is our Savior from sin. Jesus is the Christ, God’s Anointed Son, like King David. Jesus is 
the Lord—God himself! Christ’s cradle points to his cross. Christ’s cross points to his crown 
as King of Kings! Jesus loves you and forgives you. 

This is great news! Who is it for? Shepherds! Just shepherds? No! This is good news for you! 

•	 The Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 9:1-7, is read by the pastor or other worship 
leader:

	P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and 
every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to 
us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

•	 The Epistle Reading, 2 Corinthians 4:5-6, is read by the pastor or other worship 
leader: 

	P For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

•	 The Gospel Reading, Luke 2:1-20, is read by the pastor or other worship leader: 

	P And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.)  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)  To be taxed with Mary his 
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
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them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And 
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad 
the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered 
at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

•	 The Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune Gloria 77 77 and refrain:

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be? Which inspire your heav’nly songs? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

•	 If desired, this Mini Movie (purchased by you from Worship House Media: 
worshiphousemedia.com) is presented on a screen at this time to highlight the 
theme of the service:

https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/72022/worship-and-adore

•	 The Sermon, Whoever Takes the Son Gets It All, is delivered by the pastor: 

	P A story is told about a wealthy man who, years ago, shared a passion for collecting art with his 
son. Priceless works of art by Picasso, van Gogh and others adorned the walls of their family 
estate. One year, war engulfed the nation, and the son left to serve his country. Soon his father 


