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introduction

T
he twelve days of Christmas lead 

up to the festival of Epiphany on 

January 6, a day celebrated in some 

Christian traditions as Christmas 

Day. Epiphany, a word that means 

“to make known” or “to appear,” is the day to 

remember the visit of the wise men, who followed a 

star to Bethlehem to find and worship Jesus as their 

King. The festival of Epiphany is sometimes called 

the Christmas of the Gentiles, because in the visit 

of the wise men—those travelers from the east who 

were not Jews—Jesus is made known as the Savior 

of all people, the Light for all nations. As the holy 

Child received the worship of the wise men, the 

words of the prophet were fulfilled: “Nations shall 

come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 

your rising. Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

they all gather together, they come to you … They 

shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring 

good news, the praises of the Lord” (Isaiah 60:3-6).
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Loved 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us,  

that God sent his only Son into the world, so that  
we might live through him.  1 John 4:9

Christmas is all about love, the love of God in Christ Jesus, 

whose birth we celebrate today. It is the day to rejoice in the 

words, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son” 

(John 3:16). But the world in which we live is, all too often, not 

a very loveable place. At times the world seems filled to the 

brim with violence and fear and anger, terrible symptoms of 

human rebellion against our Creator.

The world may not always be filled with love, but God is. 

Out of his overflowing, overwhelming love for the world and 

the people he created, God sent his Son to be our Savior. The 

holy Child of Bethlehem is a gift like no other, a gift that we do 

not deserve. The Savior is a gift of God’s grace, his undeserved 

favor for sinners, a gift for the world, a gift for us all.

Lord God, we give you thanks and praise  

for the gift of your Son, our Savior. Amen.
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For You
The angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold,  

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”  
Luke 2:10

The day after Christmas may find us resting, talking, enjoying 

our gifts or out searching for after-Christmas bargains at 

the mall. On the day after the first Christmas, perhaps the 

shepherds were resting and talking, remembering the gift 

they had received, the newborn Child who slept in a manger 

in Bethlehem. This Child was Christ the Lord, whose birth 

brought “good news of great joy … for all the people.” 

It wasn’t just good news for Mary and Joseph and the 

shepherds. It was good news for the Jewish people, who had 

waited so long for the promised Messiah. It was good news for 

the Roman officials and soldiers and tax collectors! The birth of 

Jesus Christ was and is good news for us all. That first Christmas 

gift in the manger, the gift of God himself in human flesh, was 

gift-wrapped in swaddling cloths. If he had worn a gift tag, that 

tag would be marked “For You.”

Lord Jesus, you are the best gift we have  

ever received, the gift we need. Amen.
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Redeemed
My eyes have seen your salvation …  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles. 

Luke 2:30-32

When Jesus was 40 days old, Mary and Joseph took him to 

Jerusalem (about 6 miles from Bethlehem) to present an 

offering for Mary’s purification after childbirth and to redeem 

the infant Redeemer. All firstborn sons of Israel belonged to 

the Lord, living reminders that God destroyed Egypt’s firstborn 

to deliver his people from slavery. Each firstborn male had to 

be redeemed—bought back—with an offering.

A man named Simeon was waiting in the temple that day, 

and he took the baby Jesus in his arms. Through the revelation 

of the Holy Spirit and the promises of God’s Word, Simeon 

knew that this little firstborn son was Israel’s Messiah and a 

light for the Gentiles—the nations. The Gentiles are those 

who are not descended by birth from Abraham, those who are 

“strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12). Simeon knew 

the little boy in his arms would redeem even the Gentiles and 

bring them into the household of God.

Dear Redeemer, through your birth, life,  

death and resurrection we have hope. Amen.
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Anointed
In you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

Genesis 28:14

Centuries before Jesus was born, God chose a man named 

Abraham to be the father of a nation. Through Abraham’s 

offspring—through one of his descendants—all the families of 

the earth would be blessed. From Abraham’s descendants God 

would form the nation that took its name from Abraham’s 

grandson Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel. And from 

that nation Jesus the Messiah would be born.

Messiah is a Hebrew title (in Greek, the Christ) that means 

“the Anointed.” To be anointed was to be chosen for a special 

task, a holy purpose. Jesus, God’s Anointed One, was born for 

such a holy purpose—to lay down his life as a sacrifice for 

the sins of the world, for our sins. Before his birth, an angel 

announced that the newborn Savior was to be named Jesus, 

a name that means God saves, or salvation, because this Child 

would “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1: 21). In him, 

as promised, all the families on earth would be blessed.

Lord Jesus, Lord of the nations,  

you are a blessing to us all. Amen.
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS LEAD US TO THE 

FESTIVAL OF EPIPHANY, a day to remember the wise men 

who followed a star to find and worship their King. In their 

worship, Jesus is made known not only as the Messiah of 

Israel, but as the Savior of all nations. These devotions lead 

us through the twelve days as we too praise the holy Child of 

Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. Jesus said of himself, “I am the light 

of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness 

but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). Then and now, Jesus 

shines as the Light, for the wise men, for all nations—for you. 
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