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THE FATHER’S

LOVE

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them. EPHESIANS 2:10

s Christian fathe; f@ are resp

the call inher roles ao 1cal
creators ral and w urturers
of our ch11 end time providing

and caring thers It
And like all crea re merel reflections
of the or1g1n 0 poor co e Father of all.

ans or good works,
g s to the E% We are made to care for
othéts, but in order to'respond to those immense re-

sponsibilities, we must learn to care for ourselves first.
That self-care begins with prayer and with our connec-
tion to the giver of life. Take that moment each day—
perhaps these devotions have given you a place to
begin—that will nudge you into a closer relationship
with God—Father, creator, nurturer, and role model
for all that we live and do.

Loving Father, may my plan for my life include
all the dreams, and the love, you have for me.
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BALANCED

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you. mATTHEW 6:33

ost of us, it seems, desire balanced lives—
ones that give nearly equal measures of
time, talent and ene o our profess1on-

al and personal lives. Everu é:)st driven ,
there is something th rs, “S onw ~find
some balance é

We can alance ways and plac-
es—from fi S clubs v&urses to book clubs

and church organi 6 tas Chrxafathers, we
have these &sed here ? f Jesus: “Seek

me firs ythi in place.” But it's
t thing thatigi pause. Church and God
are good and important, but do we really need to put

them first? That might upset our priorities. And God
whispers to us: “Exactly. Now you're catching on.”

Guiding Spirit of God,
I'm not sure | want
to ask this but: What
priorities need
to change in my life?
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FAIR

Therefore, encourage one another and build one
another up, as indeed you do. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11

very two years, many
turn their eyes to the
Olympic games, hop-

ing to catch some momelat
greatness and see the

best athletes co can
bea wond lTﬁmg t1m&

Unfortun there S
a dark side. We s
winners and hng 1ose or sportsman-
ed off as sp1r1t
ers, we a oaches and spectators at

11drens sportln events, where it is tempting to
rehve our glory days (or the lack thereof) through these
young athletes. This is one of our greatest challenges.
Can we build confidence without criticizing them and
down-playing others? Are we strong enough to leave
sarcasm and name calling outside the lines of our chil-
dren’s lives? They don't need it, and neither do we.

God of all wins and losses, what can
I do today to encourage my childrenin
their activities and dreams?
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CENTERED

Lord, you have probed me, you know me. psaLm 139:1

he lives of fathers can be rather hectic as we
hustle to and from work and family obliga-
tions. Finding time for quiet prayer is easier

said than done. Still, to be our best as Christian fathers,
we need this time with God, ethe starti

for everything else we

If we want our eak to ern of the
importancg d falth? k& to see us actu-
ally prayin ether 51t ently in church or on
the patio with eye d Bible our knees.
In those sacr 1et mo are saying to

them: é&nere ital ther for me. This
WQ d God, G e, and Ilearn what I need

to our dad.”

God of peace, help me make the time
to be alone with you.

i
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FORGIVING

If you forgive others their transgressions,
your heavenly Father will forgive you. mATTHEW 6:14

adly, there is a part of my extended family
that no longer talks to another part because of
something that happened several generations

ago. As aresult, there are child
should be celebratin

important mome
erbutdo nG ﬁw eachr
other.

Perhaps some
too late to

have t h01ce a
ot let su

en again u
watch. When we model for-

giveness in our families (and especially when we seek
forgiveness for our own moments of impatience and
temper) we set in motion a family that forgives and
seeks forgiveness, a family that lasts and loves because
all are willing to accept failings, forgive, and go on lov-
ing and embracing family, warts and all.

God of mercy, what can | do today
to set forgiveness in motion in my family?
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Receive encouragement as a faithful father, grandfather, stepfa-
ther, man of faith with this handy two-week devotional. Through
twelve devotions in A Father’s Love, author (and father) Steve
Givens provides much needed scriptural support to men as they
walk faithfully each day as Christ-led and Christ-like examples to
their children and families.
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