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INTRODUCTION

virgin shall conceive and bew a 5o,

[ call his na q1

ans, God with 1:23
r the death of Dévi %, the nation of Israel
split into two kingdoms, Is¥@el in the north and Judah in

the south. W

s of Israel and Syria joined forces

Aha7z’and the people of Judah were

0 long, the enemy kings
cir lands deserted.

rifying to us as it was to Ahaz,
d is a sign for us too. We have seen
. The virgin-born son is our Lord Jesus
manuel, God with us, God born among
w is ie God among us? In the words of the prophet
, God with us is our Potter, our Shepherd, our Living

anch and our Guide. He is our Savior.



Leader’s Guide
for Session 1

BEFORE CLASS:
Read through this session yourself.
Examine the Bible readings listed and

become acquainted with them.

READ: Have a member of the group

read the Introduction on page 4 aloud.

READ: Have someone read the
Opening Prayer or read the prayer

in unison.

©

SESSION 1

Our Potter

ight in faith and express our love for you by serving others.
Advent season, help us to become ever more useful
vesselsin your kingdom, vessels through which your love and mercy
ow into the lives of those around us. Hear our prayer in Jesus’

name. Amen.



DISCUSS: Discuss favorite handmade DISCUSSION
gifts given or received for Christmas. Have you ever received or given handmade gifts for Christmas?

READ: Read aloud or have someone INTRODUCTION

read aloud the Introduction.

The Clay

1.

Which was your favorite?

Perhaps as a childiou enjoyed creating little pots and

on to suffer the

Christ Jesus our Potter

placed the man there. The
was to work in the ga

care of it. Answers will vary.

God still shapes and for
womb, as the psalmist says. God wrot
our days in his book “when aggyet
there were none of them.” Ans

will vary.



3. Israel thinks that no one can see its

sinful ways. The people are like clay
that talks back to the potter and
questions the way it has been shaped.
They have turned their relationship
with the God of Israel upside down,
believing that they are the ones who
should command God. Yet God is
the one who gives them hope, who
will come to set the exiles free and
restore them to their land. e Answers
will vary. o Answers will vary, but we
are sinners too, and we often do the

same things we condemn in others.

. Jobsays that God is watching him and

does not forgive his sins; God hunts

him down like alion would hu
Job knows that in the end he .
o Job knows he will s edec

and he will, in his

God. e The man will r

tempting serpent.

The Potter

1. The clay, that is, the people of Israel,

pray that the Lord would not be an-
gry and would not remember their
sin forever. Answers will vary. Our
prayer for forgiveness is answered in
the redeeming death and resurrection

of Jesus Christ.

to the
dust from which he was created. 2
God promises that a descenda
the woman will come to @ da

3. We may think of clay as very pliable, as something that is easily

shaped according to the potter’s design. That is not necessarily

the way things turn out. Read Isaiah 29:15-22 and Isai
13. How does clay illustrate Israel’s rebellion? What r

rac

the prophet Jeremiah?

2. When a clay vessel was spoiled in the

potter’s hand as it was being formed,
the potter reworked the clay into a
different vessel. In the same way, God
can destroy a nation or relent from
sending disaster on that nation, as
he chooses. If the nation does evil,

he will relent of the good he intended

has been wrongly turned upside down? What is

plaint against
rses, what does Job say will

7. What is Job’s hope?

cople of Israel as his own

hat is the prayer of the clay

11. What lesson did Jeremiah learn about
ent him to the potter’s house? Just as in the

so also in our day we see nations rise up in pride

er. What is God’s message concerning those powerful
nations? Do you find comfort in this message? Why or why not?

at do we learn about the divine potter in these words from

to do for it. God warns Israel that he
is shaping disaster against them and
they are to repent and amend their
sinful ways. Answers will vary. The
divine potter has power over all na-
tions, to raise them up or strike them

down, as he wills.



3. Apart from Christ Jesus, we were dead

in sin, unable to save ourselves. We
lived according to our own desires,
as all people do. God raised us up
with Jesus and made us alive in him,
showing us the riches of his grace.
Each of usis a new creation in Christ.
Answers will vary, but we know the
way we are to walk in God’s will and
do good works as we learn from the
Ten Commandments and from other

parts of Scripture.

God shapes us through discipline out
of love for us, so that we might share
hisholiness and bear the fruit of righ-
teousness. Answers will vary, but Go
may shape us through varioys

and suffering we endure in

Jars of Clay

1.

The jars of clay are the apostles’ physi-
cal, earthly, sinful bodies. The treasure
is the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God seen in Jesus Christ. That
such a treasure is placed in mere jars
of clay shows that the power belongs
to God and not to the apostles. The
apostles cannot claim any special pow-

ers or abilities that would make them

3. Read Ephesians 2:1-10 and 2 Corinthians 5:17. God, who

shapes the nations according to his will, has also shaped and cre-

ated us anew in Christ. What was our condition while e
still lost in sin? What did God do for us in Christ? Wgare

God’s workmanship, his new creation. What do

worthy of such a treasure. The glory

belongs to God alone. The apostles
are always persecuted and injured,
suffering as Jesus did, even to the
point of death, so that they can spread
the good news of Jesus. Answers will
vary, but our inner self may refer to the
soul or to our faith in Christ, which

continues to grow in strength even

as our bodies may become more frail.
Even in suffering, we look forward to
the “weight of glory” that will be ours

for all eternity.



2. The psalmist asks for the comfort
of God’s love and mercy and that
his law would be his delight. He 2. Read Psalm 119:73-80. Knowing that God has formed him,

asks that sinners who have WI'OIlng what does the psalmist ask of his Creator? In what ways does the

him would be put to shame and that Word of God form or shape your life in Christ? How ¢

share that formative Word with others?

those who believe would learn from
the psalmist. He asks that he would
be blameless according to God’s law.

Answers will vary.

3. We become useful to the Master, our
Lord Jesus, by cleansing ourselves
from that which is dishonorable. We
are cleansed through the forgiveness

that Jesus won for us on the cross

and we ask the Holy Spirit for help .

in amending our sinful lives so that -

we can be useful to the Mas? . estored as a
t

household of God. we Beéar on the La n Chyi$t returns?

4. We now bear the image of Ada;
man of dust. On the Dayj Jesus
will raise us up from our graves and
we will bear his image, the image v

the man of heaven (see 1 Corint

15:35-41 and 1 John 3:2)



READ: Read responsively the words of PSALM 139:13-16

the psalm.
& Foryou formed my inward parts;

You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. %
[E 1 praise you, fofl am fearfully and wona’e;ﬁdli ma%el:.

When I was being made in s

tricately wo depths of the earth.
[ Your gyes saw m rmed substan
book the

yo € written, every

| daySihat were forp

7
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SING: Sing (or speak) aloud the words HYMN
of the hymn in unison. (Tune: Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland 77 77)
Let the carth now praise the Lord,

Who has truly kept his word
And at last to us did send

Christ, the sinnéF’s help and friend.

READ: Have someone read the Closing

Prayer or read the prayer in unison.

DISCUSS: Discuss the actiyi

suggested for the comingiweek. 0

11



In this Advent Bible study

participants e the

biblical ba ds
of Chréﬁtter,
ere, our Living
X d our Guide.
Study and discussion
questions, prayers and
reflections help students
see thatghe Immanuel

W@Id and born so
Y)

long ago is still present

with us now. The large-
format Leader’s Guide
includes all answers,
helpful study notes and

session directions.
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