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Introduction

“Were you there when they crucified my
Lord?” We ask the question in the fa-

miliar Lenten splrltual Were you there 2

s Althou@q sms that Jes
~ \i at dreadfal @ere not

physieally present e tragedy
ahd triumph 1or s death and res-
urrection. We w

eot there, b ple were. They listened
to Jesus teach and witnes d&les Peogx wed him into
Jerusalem, hailing hi essiah. Q I*Q ted against him

and arranged al and arr les fled for their lives.
his trlal for his death. These things, as
the a Paul would late , were not “done in a corner” (Acts

26:26). The people who watched and participated in these very
public events held a variety of opinions about Jesus of Nazareth. Just

who was he?



SESSION 1

Identified

Some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.”
Others said, “This is the Christ.” John 7:40-41

\2

Opening Prayer “
Heavenly Father, Wh@ n lived on &y people
wondered abo“k\ me re]ccte thers listened to his

Thro r of the Holy Spirit, who
calle aith through t ospel we too believe that Jesus is

your Son, the promised Messiah of Israel and our Savior. Bless our

study of your Word so that we might be strengthened in our faith

and in our witness to our Lord. Hear our prayer in his name. Amen.

Discussion

Which of the many names and titles for Jesus (Emmanuel, Messiah,
King of kings, Good Shepherd, and many more) is your favorite?
Which title, in your opinion, best explains his saving work?

Introduction
Were you there? Would you have believed what you heard? The

people who listened to Jesus teach and witnessed his miracles knew

5



about the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah. They
wondered, “Could he be the one?” There was disagreement on the
issue. Some, like Jesus’ future disciple Nathaniel, wondered, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). They knew
that Scripture said the Christ was to come from Bethlehem, but
Jesus lived in Galilee (John 7:42). Yet many, after hearing Jesus and
seeing the miracles, believed. Surely this man was the long-awaited
Messiah. The people asked one another: “When the Christ appears,
will he do more signs than this man has done?” (John 7:31).

The promised one
1. The Old Testament prophecies spoke of the Savior promised to

Israel. The promised one would be elto the family lirﬁ
Abraham and would be %&hc natlogs ).
The promised one woul n by man‘ titles.

His Hebrew i Slel (or in G rist) means

“the Anoint 21, Exodus 40:12-15,
1 Samuel 16:10- 13 and Ps ¥1-3. Ho individuals

anointed? What nting mgnQ inds of rites

or ceremo re 1g10us Ofr, ht compare to the

G) cof ano@
2. ReadDeuteronomy 18:15-22. How would the promised

prophet be like Moses? From where would the new prophet

come? Moses reminds the people of their terrified promise at
Horeb (Mount Sinai), when they told him, “You speak to us,
and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die”
(Exodus 20:19). Why were the people commanded to listen to
the coming one? What would happen to those who would not
listen? How would the people know they were hearing a true

prophet of the Lord?

3. Read Daniel 7:9-14. What place does Daniel see in his vision?
How does the “Son of Man” arrive? Who is the Ancient of Days



to whom is he presented? What does the Son of Man receive
from the Ancient of Days (see Psalm 2:7-8 and Isaiah 9:6-7)?

Read Malachi 4:5-6, Luke 1:13-17 and Matthew 17:10-13.
Who will come before the day of the LorD ? What will this
messenger do? When this prophecy was fulfilled, who was it that
came in the spirit and power of Elijah?

Who Do People Say That | Am?

1.

Read Matthew 2:1-6. How do the wise men from the east iden-
tify the infant Jesus? Were they correct in that identification?
When the priests and scribes consulted the Scriptures, what do
they find concerning Jesus’ birth and 1dcnt1ty

. Read Luke 4:16-30. How reveal h si 0
people of his hometown cth> At ﬁx ple speak
entl

well of him. y correct in this
identification? What does Jes em? Why do his words
ﬁe to Jes

anger them? What is thei would they

treat their “home in that Wa?
. n of the ed the children of

wondered %kzls Jesus might be. Read Luke
hat was his reaction to the things he was hearing about

Jesus?

. Read John 7:25-31. What were some of the opinions in

Jerusalem concerning Jesus’ identity? Why did some people
think he could not be the Messiah? Why did others think he
might actually be the Christ? What was Jesus’ response to these
speculations? Why wasn’t he arrested right then?

. Read Matthew 16:13-20. What were some of the opinions

offered concerning Jesus’ identity? What might the people have
seen and heard or read in the Old Testament Scriptures that

would lead them to come to such a variety of conclusions about



him? What is Peter’s correct answer to Jesus’ question, “Who do

you say that [ am?” How does Peter know Jesus’ true identity?

Who Do You Say That | Am?

1.

When Jesus revealed his identity as the Messiah to the people
of Israel, many wanted to destroy him, yet others believed in
him. Read John 4:25-42. How does Jesus reveal his identity to
the Samaritan woman? How does she respond the revelation?
What was the response of the people of that town of Sychar?

. Read John 9:35-41. Jesus healed a man who had been born

blind. How and when does he reveal his identity to the newly

ing blind in this account? ‘

sighted man? How does the man respond? Who ends up reglain—

. So many people in the W remam tQus true
identity. Co cont ons and world-
views. Wha c of tod opxmons—outmde
of the Chrlstlan falth— esus? e false views

used as a “bridge” to explain

of the Savior even@ se Who cal s Christians?
Why do yo many peop@ us as Lord? How
r@s@ these fal @

i S

ue identity? Suppose’'someone who held one of these
other beliefs about Jesus asked you, “Who do you say that Jesus

is?” How would you answer?

Psalm 2:7-12

The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;

Today I have begotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

And the ends of the earth your possession.



You shall break them with a rod of ivon

And dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

Now therefore, kings, be wise;

Be warned, O rulers of the earth.

Serve the Lord with fear,

And rejoice with trembling.

Kiss the Son,
Lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,

. 0“6

For his wrath is quickly kma’led !

Blessed are all who take re‘&

Hymn s

(Tune: O Mein muss Ste &QD )

Stricken, smitten, and cc hlm dyi \etrec'
"Tis the Chns r ected Q

Yes, tlS he!
"Tis Q pected Pr
David’s Son, yet David’s Lord:

Proofs I see sufficient of it:

"Tis the true and faithful Word.

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus, as your disciple Peter confessed, we too believe that you
are the Messiah of Israel and the Son of the living God. Keep us
faithful in that confession and strengthen us in faith through the
study of your Word. By the power of the Spirit, help us to be bold
witnesses for you so that many others will come to know and wor-

ship you as Lord. Amen.



Were you there?

A 6 SESSION BIBLE STUDY FOR LENT

any of the time

Q y the people who
were there as witnes uﬁccrmg, death and resur-
rection of Christ. Each week will look at the statements
made in Scripture by the crowd, Caiaphas, Pilate, Peter,
the chief priests and the centurion at the cross, helping
us to place ourselves at the scenes of Christ’s final days
and ponder what we would do if we were there. Each
session includes Scripture readings, questions for dis-

cussion, prayers and suggested activities.
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