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INTRODUCTION

%@n sadncss comcs... and thrcatcns to gain [hC UPPCI'

hand, then say: “Come, I must play our Lord Christa
song ... For Scripture teaches me thathe loves to hear joyful
songs and stringed inscruments....” Strike the keys with awill,
and sing out until the thoughts disappear .. If the devil returns
and suggests cares or sad thoughts, then defend yourself with
awilland say: “Getout, devil! I must now sing and play to my

Lord Christ.”
~Muartin Luther

The words t6"all the hyrhns in this little book were
written by Martin Ltither*himself. Read these hymns as
personal pray€rs, and they will touch your heart as they
speak to thesheart of ouf'€htistian faith.



S
ABOUTLUTHERS HYMNS

Just how did Martin Luther, a former priest, become
a poet and composer?

After being declared an “outlaw” by Emperor
Charles V, Martin Luther was secluded for months for
his safety, living in Wartburg Castle high above the city
of Eisenach. There he fought depression by playing his
lute and translating the New Test@ment into Gerfaan.
Returning to Wittenberg,iti 1522, he felt obligated to
write hymns for.the €enirhon pegpletoising. Why?

The reformers saw that Worship no longer belonged
only to the clergy and thereligiousorders. Worship
among Protestants was destinéd,to be in the language of
the pe@ple, who neededshymmms. The first hymnal with
songs by Luther and others appeared in 1524. Eventually
Luther—lute-player, theologian and reformer—com-
posed 75 hymns!




S
CHRISTMAS

“From heaven above to earth I come,
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:

“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child, of lowly birth,
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christotur'Ged and Lordy
Who in allgieed.shall aid afford;
He wil [Himself your, Saviorbe
Fromy all your sins to'sef you free.

“He wilLefyyou'the gifts bestow
Prepared by God fordll below,
That in His kingderh, bright and fair,
You may withyu§His glory share.”

Now let us all with gladsome cheer
Go with the shepherds and draw near
To see the precious gift of God,
Who hath His own dear Son bestowed.

Ah, Lord, You have created all,
How weak You are, how poor and small,
That You should choose Your infant bed
- Where humble cattle lately fed!




A, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make You a bed, soft, undefiled,
A holy place within my heart,
So You and I will never part.

My heart for very joy doth leap,
My lips no more can silence keep;
L, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradle song:

Glory to God iridtighest heaven,
Who unto ug\His'Son has given!
While angels'sing with piolis mirth
Aglad'new year totallthe earth.”

%]OVC FOI' music, WhiCh has O&CI’I I‘CFI‘CSth mc and set
mc fI‘CC fI‘OI’l’l grcat worries, abounds and bubblcs OVCr.

—Martin Luther




S
CHRISTMAS

All praise to You, eternal God,
Who, clothed in garb of flesh and blood,
Do take a manger for Your throne
While worlds on worlds are Yours alone. Alleluia!

Once did the skies before You bow;
A virgin’s arms contain You now,
While angels, who in You rejoice,
Now listen for Your infant voice. Alleluia!

Alittle Child,\Yomart'otir Guest
That weary offesin*You mightwest;
Forlozn andYowly was Y6ur birth
That we might'tise to heay'n from earth. Alleluia!

You came her® in the darksoménight
To makeyws children.efithe light;
To'make us in th&realms divine
Like Your own angels fotind You shine. Alleluia!

All this for us Your love has done;
By this to You our love is won;
For this our joyful songs we raise
And shout our thanks in ceaseless praise. Alleluia!




This prayer book is based on some of Luther’s classic
chorales, giving to us his very personal words of faith
and trust for us to use as our own. Included are his
familiar songs for Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, as
well as hymn verses that teach, like his versification
of the Lord’s Prayer, and those that encourage, like
“A Mighty Fortress.”
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