HEAVENLY

FIRE

by CAROL GEISLER



October 1

FORUS

For to us a child is born, to us a son is givcn.

Lsaiah 9:6
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That is, WhCH you hcar, Jal Chlld has bcen born to us, makc thC two

lecters US as large as heaven and earth and say, The child is born, it is true: but

i for whom is he born? Unto US, for us he i 1s bor ys the prophet. (Fg g/ e |

&C}J?’ZJISNWZVZI)/ first sermon, 1532, vo % o“

C hildren like t@'n‘le for the gi \ghe Christmas tree, shaking
boxes and searchlng for :E p ckages a gs with their names.

With adults, the search a much r\‘nanner, but if we are

honest, we enj?ﬁa ags with o urprlsed (or not) at what

we receive, we For me? t have"’

The Chlld in the manger wears no gift tag, but if he did, the tag would say in
letters as large as heaven and earth: “To Us.” Your name is on that tag, and the
name of every person in the world, past, present and yet to come. The Son is given
to all of us, to undeserving sinners. “For me? You shouldn’t have!” No, he shouldn’t
have. But out of his grace he did. The Father sent his Son. The Child is born for us.

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of your Son. Amen.
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HONORED

ﬂlC Word bccamc HCSh and dWClt among us.

John 1:14
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lfour hC&I’tS rcally pCICClVCd thC grcatncss Oftl’llS hOHOf and wC %

COUld say Wltl’l ﬁrm falth GOd 1S bCCOI’ﬂC man, WOLlld 1t bC a WODC[C[' IFWC no

longcr were enemies Wltl’l any man and surren d OLll’ ves fOf CaC]’l

(ChmtmﬂsDﬂy second sermon, 1534, 7 /‘NZ J
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A great honor h done to us@ge never deserved, an honor we
never could have imagi self, the f all things, stepped
into time and history. uman esh C‘(m of Christ Jesus. He
was born amon &

e people you see%ay, at home, at work, at school, in shop-
ping malls and on city streets. God walked the dusty roads of this earth as a

flesh-and-blood man, a human being like the people you see every day. He taught
his disciples and ate with them. He grew tired and slept. He wept and prayed. He
was like us in every way, “yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Innocent of sin, Jesus
the God-man carried the sins of the world in his body to the cross. In that body of
flesh and blood, God reconciled the world to himself. Now we share that astonish-
ing love and mercy, serving others in Jesus’ name and seeking reconciliation and

peace with those for whom the Savior died.

Lord and God, lead us to love others as you love us. Amen.
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RECOGNITION

Among y0L1 stanc]s onc you dO not kHOW, cven l’lC Wl’lO comes aftcr

mec, thC strap O{:WhOSC sandal [ am not WOfthy to untie.

]0/);7 1.26-27

: oy
A We are to do good works and work hard ac domg them ... But when it
S ¥ Eis man who is called Christ, you should humble yourself like John,

and thr ow all thC gOOd WOI’I(S you havc cver dOIlC at hlS fCCt and ﬁ’ ankly admlt

~ thatyouare not fic to wipe off Christ’s jlocs @h Sum’@/ in A
%wmon 1533, vol. 1, p. 88) a‘\

6
O ften those w&&volved in \Q( receive recognition and honor
for the loving work tha t elessly th gf unds for hospitals,
build homes for those in nate food a X o shelters and missions.
It is right that the s@z ecogmz i
encourag@ nate to th

When it comes to achieving status before God, to setting right our relationship

ts, and such recognition may
esented.

with him, our works of charity receive—and deserve—no recognition at all. The
works we do serve others, but those works cannot earn salvation for us: “All our
righteous deeds are like a polluted garment” (Isaiah 64:6). We are justified, placed
into a right relationship with God, only through faith in Jesus who, wrapped in
the polluted garment of our sin, suffered and died on the cross. Redeemed and
forgiven, dressed in Christ’s righteousness, we throw even the very best things we
do at his feet and honor him as Lord.

Worthy are you, Lord Jesus, to receive honor and gloryand blcssing.
Amen.
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ALWAYS NEW

[ decided to know nothing among you Cxccpt]esus Christand him

crucified.

1 Corinthians 2:2
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» WC arce not prcachmg anythmg new, bllt always WlthOllt CCQSlﬂg

ki

about that man who is called Jesus Christ, true God and true man, Who died

for our sins and rose for our ustlﬁcatlog 7 1533, vo/ i
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Ilove to tell the stoGSong goes, ‘,Q story of Jesus and his love.”

The story of our salvation is at it stret s@( “before the founda-
tion of the world” (1 Pet never tire o csn telling the story of Je-
sus and his lo ject that ~They listen instead to the world’s
many v01§ rms of splrﬁr uncertain promise of a path through
life charted*by the stars or perhap claim that there is no God at all.

We should not be surprised when others listen to those deceitful voices. We
have been warned that “the time is coming when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears ... will turn away from listening to the truth and
wander off into myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). In response, we unceasingly proclaim
the truth of Christ crucified and risen from the dead, looking forward to the day

when God will make all things new. It is the story of our salvation, and it really

never gets old.

God and Savior, keep us faithful to the old, old story of your love for

us. Amen.
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SUBSTITUTE

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so thatin him

we might become the rightcousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:21

-
‘A OH account ofour sins we dCSCI'VC to SUH:CI” dcath terror, and hC” o

But Chr 1St takcs our place and mnoccntly CndU.I'CS dcath terror, and hC” SO

8 that through him and in him we escapc all thlséo ly Week, second sermap, 1 534
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W CIor G2 .
hen Jesus i ase the prisoner he knew to
be innocent by offeri a choice: do you want me
to release for you: Barab s who is cal d@\\% tthew 27:17).
crowd shouted for Barabbas, imi d of murder and rebellion
nnocent of @aied in his place.

What did Barabbas think of the exchange? What did he do with the gift of

life and freedom? We don’t know what Barabbas was thinking, but the same unfair

was releaged. Je

exchange has taken place in our lives. We too lived under a sentence of death,
guilty of rebellion against God. The innocent Son of God was condemned for our
sins and suffered the terrors of death and hell in our place. He endured death and
in exchange set us free from sin and guilt and gave us eternal life. What will you

do with the gift of life and freedom that is yours in Christ?

Crucified and risen Lord, lead me to use my freedom in ways that
glorify youand serve others. Amen.
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WITHME

He said to him, «Truly, [ say to you, today you will be with me in

paradise.”

Luke 23:43
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A In lllS gl’ catest suffermg rorment, and dngl’ ace, llC appear snottosecor

l:CCl anythmg lllS only concern, all that llC SCCs and cares fOl’ IS your and my mlsery

our angulsh and great distress. (Holy Weck fourl mon, 1534, vol. 1, p. 4% j

L
Throughout his earthly & reached ovg'passwn He
healed the s1c e ame agd w ossessed. He fed hun-
gry crowds with brea and w1t ing Word. Even as his enemies
overpowered him in Geths ed with fhe ealmg the servant
injured in the v1olence. ve called a gels to his side, but
instead willingly the mob is heavenly Father to forgive
those wh@ im. From t prov1ded for the care of his mother
Mary. Whewnsthe dying thief bes1d m repented and sought an audience with his

crucified King, Jesus promised him paradise.

In his torment, Jesus’ only thought was for others. His only thought was for us.
He endured the desolation of being abandoned by his Father so that we will never
suffer that horrifying anguish. Jesus overcame the darkness of the tomb so that we
too will be raised to life on the Last Day. With eternal compassion he promised,
“T will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also”
(John 14:3).

Jesus, teach us to live with compassion, putting the needs of others
ahead of our own. Amen.
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Martin Luther regularly preached in the town church
in Wittenberg. But at times, he proclaimed God’s Word in
sermons, the house postils, to family members, students and
friends gathered in his home. Listeners took careful notes,
later writing out the complete sermons. Brief excerpts from
these sermons serve as the basis for these devotions for the
Reformation month of October (or any time of the year).

Luther spoke of the Word of God as “a heavenly fire.”
Kindled in the hearts and mouths of the faithful, studied and
proclaimed in our churches and homes, the Word brings to
us the good news of forgiveness and L ‘e —and singes t..c devil
and sends him packing.

By Carol Geisler. Cover image: Shutterstock. © 2017 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of
Bayard, Inc., 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. The
sermon excerpts are taken from Sermons of Martin Luther: The House Postils, vols. 1-3, ed. Eugene F. A. Klug
(Grand Rapids: Baker Books, a division of Baker Publishing Group, 1996). Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Printed in the USA. HYF






