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Read Luke 2:1-7

Ash Wednesday

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost. Luke 19:10

Jesus Christ, you are the very Son of God. No one is greater 
than you! So what did it feel like to be born a human baby?
It must have been humiliating. You must love us very much 
to make that kind of sacrifice! And now the season of Lent 
urges God’s children to be humble too. Ashes remind us 
of that, and so does “giving something up.” All of this will 
really mean something if it helps me think about you. Since 
you became a child for me, help me take up my cross each 
day with childlike faith and follow where you lead. Open my 
eyes, ears, heart and mind to receive you this season. Open 
my hands to reach out in your name. I look to you, Savior, 
be my guide and my loving example. Amen. 

Savior, I open up … humbly.
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Thursday after Ash Wednesday

Friday after Ash Wednesday

He said to them, “Why were you looking for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 
house?” Luke 2:49

Lord Jesus, when you were a growing boy and Mary and 
Joseph took you to God’s house, you listened to what was 
going on there. You asked questions when it was time to 
do that, and you gave answers when you were supposed to. 
You felt at home there. Help me to follow your example, to 
pay attention to the Word of God, to listen and to learn …  
and to participate in what goes on in God’s house. Help me 
to feel at home there too. Amen.

Savior, I open up … attentively.

Read Luke 2:41-52

When you were just a tiny baby, Jesus Christ, your parents 
brought you to God’s house, and two people there were 
very happy to see you. Simeon and Anna were almost like 
a pair of grandparents, they got so excited over you. They 
gave thanks to God and then talked about what a wonderful 
future you would have. Grandparents are like that some-
times. You did have a wonderful future before you, Jesus 
Christ—for you had been born to be the Savior of the world. 
Because you grew up to be everything you could be, I now 
have a wonderful future in front of me! Lead me through 
every stage and every age. Amen.
Savior, I open up … eagerly.

Read Luke 2:22-38
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Saturday after Ash Wednesday

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all the 
day. Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O 
Lord, do I lift up my soul. For you, O Lord, are good 
and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all 
who call upon you. Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
listen to my plea for grace. In the day of my trouble 
I call upon you, for you answer me. Psalm 86:3-7

Savior, I open my ears this week ... to hear your call.

Read Psalm 86:1-7

Sunday, the First Week

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased. Matthew 3:17

When you were baptized, Jesus Christ, there in the Jordan 
River by your cousin John, you took your place with us—hu-
man beings—showing what it means to trust the promises of 
God and to be God’s own dear child. In my baptism, you let 
me take my place with you. You let me know—for absolutely 
certain—that I am a child of God, that my place will be with 
you forever. Wherever I may go, whatever I may do, please 
keep me in my place—because “with you” is the very best 
place to be! Amen. 

Savior, I open up … to be with you.

Read Matthew 3:13-17
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Monday, the First Week

Read Matthew 4:1-11

The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the 
Son of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread.” But Jesus answered, “It is written,
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
Matthew 4:3-4

The devil was waiting for you, Jesus Christ, waiting in the 
wilderness to tempt you with bread and fame and empty 
promises. The devil waits to tempt me too, I know, and it’s 
not always easy to resist. But you resisted, Jesus Christ. 
You trusted in God’s Word and you quoted God’s Word and 
you obeyed God’s Word … and you resisted. Help me too to 
learn God’s Word so that I may trust and obey it. Give me 
strength to resist temptation too. Amen.

Savior, I open up … to your faithful Word.
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Lent is more than a season; it’s a SEE-
Son! It’s time to open our eyes to the 
loving sacrifice made by our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. It’s time to open 

our hearts to his forgiveness and 
grace. It’s time to open our mouths, 

ears and arms to those around in 
Christ’s name. This eye-opening 

booklet of daily devotions brings the 
meaning of Lent to light. With eyes 
fixed on Jesus’ cross, young Chris-

tians are encouraged to look up and 
out to the world. 
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