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BAPTISM BEGINNINGS
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tisa special honor and privilege to be named a godparent for a very special child.
The parents of your godchild ccrtainly have seen “your work produccd by faich,
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope” (1 Thessalonians
1:3). Now by God’s grace, it is time to take that faith, love and hope a step farther.

Here are some things you can dO asa godparent n tl’lC coming years

« Pray for your godchild. q e “6
« Remind your godchlld of hnﬁ sm date. ‘ o
o Be there to g‘e advice to pur ¢ or she gets older.

d about

o Attend church w1t
o« Read the 1@1 ments, the dthe Lord’s Prayer with
il

@
courage your godchlld to learn more about the Bible in Sunday School,

conﬁrmatlon ClaSS and BlblC StUClICS.

o Teach your go

o Send greetings to your godchild at Christmas, Easter and other special times,

cspccially on each anniversary of his or her baptism.
o Describe to your godchild how Christ has hclpcd you in your life of faith.

. Bring your godchild to Holy Communion when the time comes.




My First Memories of You

f ; hare your memories of the first time you saw or learned of the spccial person

who is now your godchild.

My carliest memory of you s + l G
®

® \
P 1 y hope and prayer thau@“ W

S

‘ ) : ) hen [ was askcd to bC your godparent




Woater and Word

What s Baptism?
B aptism is a sacrament in which water and the Word of God are brought

together to bring forgivcncss, salvation and new life in Christ to a person

born into this sinful world. In the sacrament of Holy Baptism aperson is named

a child of God and receives, by grace, thc !f @hrough the Holy Siig
ken in Bapsi
he pas inds the baptizc Gr aptized pcrsons family

and the co grcgation 0 e Ved fro f the salvation
available only through ch many past 1sts command
to go and ma i Il nations, bap izi the name of the Father

owing, ‘I baptizc you in the name of the

and of 6 irie’
@\g water, the pastor say:

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

The entire asscmbly often spcaks the Lord’s Praycr ad the Apostlcs’ Creed as
a testimony of the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptizc.

The baptism usually ends with a word of welcome to the baptized person

from thC pCOPlC O{:GOd gathered thCl’C.




What Actions Take Place in Baptism?
I)astors makC thC Sign Of thC CIosSS upon thC forChCad, marking that pCI‘SOﬂ as

someceonce savcd by tl’lC Cross Of Christ,

A baptismal candle is customarily lit to celebrate this new addition to the family

of God. This candle serves as a reminder of Christs call to all the children of God:
“Let your light so shine before others” (Matthew E

6).

A small robe is sometimes placed \]46 rson to symboli@ t
rightcousncss God placed on t&. this act, th )7 @r reminded
that in baptism, w all(‘( rd Jesus Christ :14).
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At Times of Growth and Change
C hrist Jesus, bless my godchild whois going forth to startanew venture. Remind

this child always to be in this world, but not of this world; to bear witness to

your love and to shine your light in every situation. é E
Holy SP‘lt wor the life of ire thls child to trust in
God alon d up this chil :ﬁ ¢ in your promises of forgiveness

and salvation. And sustain a it'that secks to se rd in word and
deed. Amen. c & s Q
G &mdance

Lcading Lord, placc people in my godchild’s life who guide your children in your

1n Falt

r uth. And lcad my gOdChlld to fOHOW thC Wor dS and actions ofteacher S, par ents,

pastors and friends who are faicthful to you. Amen.
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