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SERMONS FOR LENT

GUIDED to the
CROSS

WEEK 2:
GUIDED TO LLOVE

SERMON

* The Sermon is delivered by the pastor:

[P} Grace, mercy and peace to you, my dear Christian friends. Welcome to the Guided to the Cross
worship series for Lent. Today, we are taking a look at how we are “Guided to Love” in this
season.

The word love is thrown around rather flippantly these days. We “love” this movie. We “love”
that entertainer. We “love” that type of food. The list can go on and on of things on this earth
that we “love.” But our love in Christ goes deeper than any of these surface types of love.
Love in Christ is displayed most profoundly in the cross. Our journey to love and be loved in a
meaningful and rich way ultimately guides us to Jesus and the cross.

While we seek love in different places and from different people, we know that in the end our
desire for everlasting, unconditional love can only be found in Jesus.

But what do we often do instead? We seek love in relationships that might not be the best

for us. We seek love in physical attraction and romantic feelings when there might not be
much else there. We seek love from our pets and our fair-weather friends. We crave bonds
with people on the internet without any real-life experiences with them. Our love tank can be
filled with things that we love, such as hobbies and activities, vacations and extreme sports,
groups and gatherings. But the love that we possess from such things can never reach the most
personal recesses of our souls like Christ’s love can.
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We get a glimpse of that love in the love we share with our spouses. As the Bible says, in
marriage “a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). The love between a husband and wife binds them together
in a more special and intimate way. Their lives become united with one another and that love
leads to a family. Yet Christ is in the midst of this union. “A threefold cord is not quickly
broken,” Ecclesiastes tells us (4:12). Marriage is grounded in a love that should not be taken
lightly or elicited under duress. It is a love that is mutually fulfilling to both partners and a love
that is proclaimed “until death do us part.”

The love between us and Christ is often compared to a marital love. We as the Church are the
Bride and Jesus is the Bridegroom who is committed to giving himself completely to us, even
unto death. We see that to-the-death love on full display on the cross. Jesus loved us so much
that he died for us. St. Paul reveals how astonishing that kind of love is when he says, “One will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even

to die—but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 5:7-8).

Christ died for us when we did not deserve it at all. He died for us because of his unconditional
love for us. He loves us no matter what we have done. He loves us because we have been
created by God and are dearly loved by him. He loves us because we are his own, and he wants
to be with us. Would someone who does not love us say to us, “I will be with you always, to
the very end of the age” (Matthew 28:20)? Christ gives completely of himself on the cross so
that he can spend his time in heaven completely with us. Love is shown most clearly through
presence.

That is why Jesus said from the cross that John take his mother, Mary, home to be with him.
Jesus wanted the love John had for Mary to be like the love someone has toward a mother. And
Jesus wanted the love that Mary had for John to be like the love someone has toward a son.
Jesus was creating a family in that moment. He was making a bond of love permanent in the
words, “Behold your son” and “Behold your mother” (John 19:26-27). Jesus wants us to treat
each other like family, too, whether biological or not, as we live in the shadow of the cross and
as we live in the aftermath of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

Who is someone not in your family whom you can treat like a brother or sister, a mother or

a father in a Christlike loving way, in a way you perhaps did not treat them before? Showing
the type of love that Christ did is not always easy, of course. Our love may not be noticed or
appreciated. Love anyway. Love may seem to be warranted when it comes to certain people we
know who are callous or cruel or uncaring. But Jesus said, “Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you (Matthew 5:44). That is exactly what Jesus did on the cross, forgiving
his tormentors and welcoming a repentant criminal into his kingdom. That is exactly what he
did in the Garden of Gethsemane when he healed the ear of Malchus, the servant of the high
priest, who was among those who had come to arrest Jesus. He did not show any anger when
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the soldiers whipped him and beat him, twisted a crown of thorns on his head and put a purple
robe around his soldiers. He stood silent in the face of attackers. “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do,” Jesus said on the cross (Luke 23:34). There is an undercurrent of love
toward them in this statement. He knows it is the sin within these evildoers that is dictating
their actions. He knows that even these enemies against him are worth saving and can still be
saved through his act of love on the cross, which will destroy the power of sin within them and
within us all.

As the day of crucifixion came to a close, the soldiers were preparing to break the legs of the
three on the crosses to hasten death. But when they saw that Jesus was already dead, they did
something loving. They chose not to break his legs. But in order to determine that Jesus was
truly dead, one soldier pierced the body of Jesus in the side with a spear. Blood and water ran
out and poured upon the ground. Symbolically, the poured-out blood here is a testament to the
love poured out for us all on the cross by Jesus, and the water is the sign of the washing away
of sin in this act.

In other words, love streamed forth from Jesus and from the cross. That is why John 3:16 is so
popular and remembered among us, because it reminds us of the love. “God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whosoever believe in him should not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16). The story of Jesus on the cross is at its heart a love story—God’s love for
Jesus, God’s love for us, our love for Jesus, our love for God.

And this divine love story continues in our lives, especially during Lent. It continues in the
kindness and compassion we show to one another in the same manner as Christ showed to
those around him. Our love for the Lord continues in our worship of him in services like this
one. God’s love for us is revealed in the blessings of this life that are undeserved—things such
as clothing and food, shelter and work, church and family, friends and loved ones. In Matthew
10:29 and 31, Jesus reminds us that if God cares enough about the sparrows, he will care
enough about us. That is God’s love in action.

We see our love for Jesus most distinctly this Lent in the crosses we wear around our necks, in
the prayers we pray to him, in the Scripture verses we read about his Passion, in the moments
we take to meditate on the hours Jesus spent on the cross for us. Our honoring of Jesus is a love
story in reverse. For we are returning the same love to him that he showed to us. We live in his
love when we love without stipulation or requirement or decree. We live in his love when we
don’t hold back, when we love without limit, when we love fully and freely as what took place
on the cross.

Be guided to the cross. Be guided to love. Be complete in that love, and live in it forever. Jesus
has made it all happen, and we love him for it, even more than we may realize. Amen.
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