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Tntreodiction

When the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest,” they didn’t send the
shepherds to a high place but a low one. The us Son of God c}g
arrive in our world where there was ’@» e cold and cattle

stall, among common people an ings. The ent and
Christmas is camouﬂa e ,anonyml n foohshness, for

our God likes to h1 eneath hlS
These Advent devotlons rewo we see ork He arrives or
“advents” himself into ou ards \% the Most High in
lowly things, the m n unawe . In this season of prepara-
t10n Jesu 0 ook do Glory to God in the high-
@ ata manger ss, at the Lord who looks up to us in
love



THE FIRST SUNDAY

Fods Gptoty

in Muted Arrivals

And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and
he sat on it.
Mark 117

When God begins something, it always o%s if nothing will gothe of
it. It’s not glorious enough. Doesn’t l-& “factor ne akea
splash. If Jesus had charged into % a hoof-st ﬁl on and waved
a sabre in the air, that mi @ for his fut “prospects. Instead,
@1 his s

he plods along on a tudents" sffor'a saddle.

come with pomp a rcumstance, but i ances of poverty, lowliness,
hiddennﬁ as to bor%% rh his transportation.

So wh us shows up on odrdoorstep, it won't be our eyes that tell us
he’s there, but his Word. Our eyes will say, “Looks like a mere man,” but the

Word says, “He’s God.” Our eyes will tell us nothing will come of what he does.
But his Word says, “Everything good will come from it. He is our life, salva-

Advent means coming or arri¢ od specialize§in muted arrivals.
We're more likely to overlw ent W ed by it. He doesn't

tion, resurrection.”

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to see your glorious salvation in the lowli-
ness of your saving Advent. Amen.

For further reflection: Read Mark 11:1-10



MONDAY, THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

g&zz% at Rock Bottom

Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O my people, who dwell
in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrians when they strike with the rod
and lift up their staff against you as the Egyptians did.”

Isaiah 10:24

The king of Assyria was guilty of an almost universal problem: he got too
big for his britches. An arrogant heart swell i is chest. “Look a I” h

gloated. “By the strength of my han Isal @ glory
blinds us to our humanity. lees omplex dust we are
and to dust we shall r r‘

So God steps for needle in h“ gps our bubble. Reintroduces

us to the Advent gift of a shrinkiv s he did glent king. We fail,
fall, crumble to dust. Andd we redisc ful truth: that the

lower we are, the b sees us. ORD is high, he regards the
lowly, bu e know (Psalm 138:6). Rock bottom is eye
level wit 08s- shaped thro

Jesus is not the God who wants us to believe in ourselves, but in him. And
to discover in him our new identity as sons and daughters of our Father, bro-
ken and glorious in him.

Our Father, grant us humility, that in our lowliness we behold your
exalted grace. Amen.

For further reflection: Read Isaiah 10:12-27



TUESDAY, THE FIRST

The 9&4@0%@ %&Mln

Second (and Third and Fourth) Chances

Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall | do? | will send my
beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.”
Luke 2013

Fool me once, shame on you. Fool me twj me on me. Tha e way
we roll. If someone’s done us wrong,@ e h1m a s e, but
not a third. Certainly not a fourt didn’t r we were the
owners of the vineya e, after the a r ﬁrst servant, we'd
lock those cr1m1nalé\ throw away t é

But notice what kind of God be sent t%servants, who left

bloodied and bruised. An threw cau wind and sent his
son, whom they ki Kind of God ¢&Lord who displays his

glory in pati n@qﬂng o&ﬂ to come to the knowledge
of the tr\L 26

Advent reminds us that Jesus is not a hothead. He forgives and restores,
time and again. He was the Son thrown out of the vineyard, that in his resur-
rection, he might bring us back home again, to the glory and approval of his
Father and ours.

Son of God, come to us, your wandering sheep, and bring us back
to our Father's house time and time again. Amen.

For further reflection: Read Luke 20:9-18
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WEDNESDAY, THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Sweet @&/ g/zm/w/ma/; and

Tattooed Bikers

For the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and will again choose
Israel, and will set them in their own land.
Isaiah 1411

Our Father doesn’t have a single- Chll gsrael was his firstsborn, but
not his last-born. In Abraham, the f r of Israel, al
of the earth were blessed, not ]us h his DN Isalah

hammering this hom n the Lor I ael to her land, non-
Jewish sojourners w@ ong for the r1 d in prodigal love, will
on

lavish compassion em all.
Jesus isn’t satisfied unti Q is bulgln X%s He gathers
Jews and Gentiles, i 00r, sweet s and tattooed bikers.

Come on rrq, o the A ? esus. He has arrived not for the
good ana@i ul, but for the mis e and corrupt. In other words, for us,
whether our family tree is a majestic oak or a leafless sapling.

His arrival marks the beginning of a new kind of people: not Jews or Gen-
tiles but simply Christians. Those who bear his image. United to Christ, we
bring glory to him by crying out in faith, “Our Father!”

Our Father, join us to Jesus, our Brother, in whom we are part of
your family. Amen.

For further reflection: Read Isaiah 14:1-23
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Echoing the declaration of the angels on the night of
Christ’s birth, this booklet of daily devotions by Chad Bird

explores and highlights the way God’s,glory was reveal
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