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Many of those involved tory of the Passzo

ame to a crossroads and had to decide which
way to go. Some chose well, some did not, an h 0 mc/o of these
us to know what to do and whzzt not

encounter szmzla 0ur own lives. In the end,

each service in the series revea ow Christ and to decide the path of God’s will
for u

For eachfservice Qcontams sampl

complete orders of service o sermons dialogs for

m‘ various crossroads help

0 praycrs e music fOI‘ t panlst and contemporary music song suggestlons

ORDERING INFORMATION

Additional resources are available from Creative Communications for the Parish. Contact us for current
pricing and availability. Call us at 1-800-325-9414. Or visit our website:

WWWw.creativecommunications.com.
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Bulletins For The Palm Sunday Kit:
Code CRDT (printed) e 8.5” x 11” bulletins
Code CRDW (blank) e 8.5” x 11” bulletins

Code CRDX (blank)  8.5” x 14” bulletins

Bulletins For The Maundy Thursday Kit:
Code CRDC (printed) ¢ 8.5” x 11” bulletins
Code CRDG (blank) e 8.5” x 11” bulletins

Code CRDM (blank)  8.5” x 14” bulletins

Bulletins For Tha g 6
Code CRDD x 11” bulle 0“
8 5” X 11” &

CRDN (blank u Ctll’lS

Bulletms ster Sunday

@ (printed) o ?
ode CRD bla@ ulletins
Code CR 8.5” x 14” bulletins

A Complete Series For The Weeks Of Lent Is Available:

Those who desire may supplement this service with other services for all of Lent. They are available as
a kit and include all the Leader’s Guide features described above. The kit includes a CD-ROM (Mac/
PC) in RTF format with text of services and of bulletins, plus PDF files of the kit, and PowerPoint
documents for use on screens. Kit Code CRDU

Ash Wednesday

Confession e Psalm 32:1-5
As a model for us, the psalmist David reaches the crossroads of confession and confesses his sins to the

Lord. We are called to confess our sins to the Son of David and find forgiveness in him.
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Week 1

Betrayal o John 13:21-30
When Judas Iscariot comes to the point where he must either listen to Jesus or listen to the devil, he
chooses to betray Jesus. When we are tempted by Satan to betray our Lord, we gain strength from our

Savior to say, “No” to the devil.

Week 2

Judgment ¢ Matthew 27:11-26
When Pontius Pilate is called upon by the crowds to make a judgment call about Jesus, his decision not
to decide results in the death of Christ. We look to the cross of Christ to make definitive judgment calls

in our lives.

Week 3
Compassi .‘ Qg 6
When Jesus is taken into custody, he choose & mpassion to a wo d nt in the arrest.
We are called to show compassion, o those in our mi& might consider our
enemies.
G \©
@. ke 22:54-62 e
When Peter is asked to declar r not he knows JCSA@ s to deny his Savior. When

questioned ord, we are called t our faith in Christ.

G Obeﬁ Matthew 26:36-46

When Jesus nears the time when he must die for our sins, he asks his Father if the cup might pass from
him. But when the time comes, he obeys his Father’s will. When we are called upon to follow God’s will,

we must obey.
Bulletins For The Six-Week Kit:
Code CRDP e Pre-printed bulletins ¢ 8.5” x 117
Code CRD2 o Blank bulletins  8.5” x 117

Code CRDR o Blank bulletins o 8.5” x 14”
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Ash Wednesday Alone

Confession e Psalm 32:1-5
As a model for us, the Psalmist David reaches the crossroads of confession and confesses his sins to the

Lord. We are called to contess our sins to the Son of Davidand find forgiveness in him.
Code CRD3 o Kit
Code CRDB (printed) e 8.5” x 11” bulletins
Code CRDF (blank) e 8.5” x 11” bulletins

Code CRDK (blank) e 8.5” x 14” bulletins

Other Resources:
Code CRD1 « B .ﬂ@l/z” 6
Code CRD7 \. ulletin Inser® 0“
@ 1splay Posters o 1&
CSOlll‘CCS e

t the Crossroa
o ¢ CRDL » éé }% Leader’s Guide
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CROSSROADS

A SERIES OF SERVICES
FOR HorLy WEEK

PALNT SUNDAY
NEWSIETTER/ BUblETIN NOTICES

NEWSLETTERAINOTICE

Join [us for a speeial service for Palm'Swiiday, Inythis service we remember that when Jesus enters
Jerusalemyfor the last time amid palm bfan€hes and praises, he knows the suffering that awaits him
there, yet he does not turn back. In the observance of this remarkable day, we come to see as well that
though we know suffering is part of being a follower of Christ, we must carry on for him. The service
includes readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with Simon the Zealot and

hymns that help us to approach the crossroads of suffering with courage and strength.

BULLETIN NOTICE

Welcome to this Palm Sunday service. In this service we remember that when Jesus enters Jerusalem for
the last time amid palm branches and praises, he knows the suffering that awaits him there, yet he does
not turn back. In the observance of this remarkable day, we come to see as well that though we know
suffering is part of being a follower of Christ, we must carry on for him. Let readings from Scripture,
a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with Simon the Zealot and hymns help you to approach the

crossroads of suffering with courage and strength.
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MAONDY THURSDAY
NEWSIETTER/ BUblETIN NOTICES

NEWSLETTERAINOTICE

Join us for a specialisefvice for Maundy ThufSday. Insthis service we remember that when Jesus institutes
the firstlbord’s Supper, he grants forgivefies§ to his disciples through the bread and wine. When we
receive the bread and wine of Communion in remembrance of him, we receive that forgiveness and in
turn forgive others. The service includes readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog
with two struggling modern-day neighbors, Tom and Marie, and hymns that help us to approach the
crossroads of forgiveness with reverence and relief.

BULLETIN NOTICE

Welcome to this service for Maundy Thursday. In this service we remember that when Jesus institutes
the first Lord’s Supper, he grants forgiveness to his disciples through the bread and wine. When we
receive the bread and wine of Communion in remembrance of him, we receive that forgiveness and

in turn forgive others. Let the readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with two

struggling modern-day neighbors, Tom and Marie, and hymns help you to approach the crossroads of
forgiveness with reverence and relief.
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A SERIES OF SERVICES
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G06D FRIDAY
NEWSIETTER/ BUblETIN NOTICES

NEWSLETTERAINOTICE

Join us/for a speciabservice for Good FridayiIn this'scrvice we are reminded that when Jesus is on the
cross, hc'aeeepts the power of death uporthimself and does not turn away from it. We, too, must face
death when it comes and not turn away from it, knowing that his salvation awaits us on the other side.
The service includes readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with Mary, the
mother of Jesus, and hymns that help us to face the inevitable crossroads of death with the certain hope

of everlasting life through Christ and his cross.

BULLETIN NOTICE

Welcome to this service for Good Friday. In this service we are reminded that when Jesus is on the
cross, he accepts the power of death upon himself and does not turn away from it. We, too, must face
death when it comes and not turn away from it, knowing that his salvation awaits us on the other side.
Let the readings from Scripture, a children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with Mary, the mother of Jesus,
and hymns help you to face the inevitable crossroads of death with the certain hope of everlasting life

through Christ and his cross.
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CROSSROADS

A SERIES OF SERVICES
FOR HorLy WEEK

EASTER SUNDAY,
NEWSIETTER/ BUblETIN NOTICES

NEWSLETTERAINOTICE

Join us for a speciabsérvice for Easter Sundayiin this service we recall that after the risen Jesus appears
to Mary Magdalene, she responds by tellingfthe disciples, “T have seen the Lord!” We who know that
our Redeemer lives must share that news with others too. The service includes readings from Scripture, a
children’s sermon, a sermon dialog with Mary Magdalene and hymns that help us to fix our eyes on the

crossroads of life at the threshold of heaven, where our risen Lord is eager to escort us into eternity.

BULLETIN NOTICE

Welcome to this service for Easter Sunday. In this service we recall that after the risen Jesus appears
to Mary Magdalene, she responds by telling the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” We who know that
our Redeemer lives must share that news with others too. Let the readings from Scripture, a children’s
sermon, a sermon dialog with Mary Magdalene and hymns help you to fix your eyes on the crossroads of

life at the threshold of heaven, where our risen Lord is eager to escort you into eternity.
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(GOOP FRIDAY: D EATH

COMPLETE ScRrRiPT FOR WORSHIP"EEADERS

e Ifdesired, an Envifonmental Projection ofié cross (purchased by you from
shuttesstock £om) to. symbolize thewltimate ctossroads Jesus faces on Calvary is shown
on a sereenoron the walls of yoursvorship’space to set the tone for the service before
the serviegbegins or throughout thé’service at various points:

hetp://www.shutterstock.com/pic-412229257/stock-photo-silhouette-of-jesus-with-cross-over-sunset-
concept-for-religion-worship-christmas-easter.html?sre=R97HlozXB5kSSKSOXjensQ-1-12

e The Opening Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune O Welt, Ich Muss Dich
Lassen 776 778, or a selection from the contemporary music song suggestions list at the
end of the music guide for this service can be sung instead:

Upon the cross extended see, world, your Lord suspended.
Your Savior yields his breath. The Prince of Life from heaven
Himself has freely given to shame and blows and bitter death.
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Who is it, Lord, that bruised you? Who has so sore abused you
And caused you all your woe? We all must make confession

Of sin and dire transgression while you no ways of evil know.

Your soul in griefs unbounded, your head with thorns surrounded,
You died to ransom me. The cross for me enduring,

The crown for me securing, you healed my wounds and set me free.

Your cross I place before me; its saving pow’r restore me,
Sustain me in the test. It will, when life is ending,

Be guiding and attending my way to your eternal rest.
e This Opening Response is spoken responsively by the pastor and the congregation:
(P} In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
P) Even though I walk through the valley of'the shadow of death, I willfeatino evil, for you are with me;
Your rod and your staffithey comfort me.
P For you have deliveredimy soul from death, my_{fe€€from falling,
That I may walk before God in thedight ofllife.

P) For Christ also suffered fofins onceior all, the righteousffor the unrighteous, in order to bring you

to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made@livein the spirit.
Therefore we giveglory to God who raiséd him'up and gave us the promise of salvation. Amen.

e The Confession and Absolution is spoken responsively by the congregation and the
pastor:

P Jesus said, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

Lord, we come to you confessing that we find ourselves too often at the crossroads of life and
death and find ourselves choosing death. We wander into the darkness that beckons. We go
the way of our own imitations of life and find ourselves in the face of death. We enter tombs of
our own making that we cannot seem to escape. We stand in terror of death and cannot break
its grasp. Resurrecting Lord, forgive us our deadly choices and give us your strength to choose
life, to go into the light that you have bought for us. Make us who celebrate the gift of life seek
to share it with all those who walk with us. Fill us with the Spirit so that we might overflow

68 CRD9



with the giving that proclaims your very presence with us.

P) I have the honor and privilege, by the grace of God, of announcing to you the entire forgiveness of

your sins. In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven and free—free to share the steadfast love of God with all.

¢ A Hymn of Response is sung by the congregation to the tune Herzlich Tut Mich
Verlangen 76 76 D, or a selection from the contemporary music song suggestions list at
the end of the music guide for this service can be sung instead:

O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown.
O sacred Head, what glory, what bliss, till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.

My burden in thy Passion, Lord, thou hast borne for me,
For it was my transgression which b@ughe'this woe on thee.
I cast me down before thee@vrathwere my rightful lot;

Have mercy, I implore thee; Redeemer, spurnyme aot!

My Shepherd, now receive me; my Guardiafi, own methine.
Gfeat blessings thou didst give mic, OfSourceof gifts divine!
Thy lips have often fed me with words®f truth and love,
Thy Spirit oft hatlilled'me t@heav’nly joysaboyes

My Savief, be thou near me when deathds atmydoor;
‘Then lec chy presence cheer me, fofsake meatevermore!
\When soul and body languish; oh;leave me not alone,

But take awaynine anguishbyvirtue of thine own!

o The OldTestament Reading, Isdiah53:10-12, is spoken by the pastor or other

worship leader:

[P Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering
for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his
hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous
one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore
I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he
poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many,

and makes intercession for the transgressors.
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o The Epistle Reading, Philippians 1:18-26, is spoken by the pastor or other worship
leader:

P Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ
this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all
ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by
life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. T am hard pressed between the two.

My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all,
for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,

because of my coming to you again.
o The Gospel Reading, John 19:17-30, is spoken by the pastor or other worship leader:

P) And he went out, bearing his own cross, to the placecalledTheiPlace of a Skull, whichyinAramaic
is called Golgotha. There they crucified him,and withhim two others, one omeither side, and Jesus
between them. Pilate also wrote an inscgiption and put it on the cro$s.I€kead, “Jesus of Nazareth,
the King of the Jews.” Many of thefJews ead this inscription, fomthe placewhere Jesus was crucified
was near the city, and if'was writtenintAramaic, in Latingafid 10{Greck. So the chief priests of the
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, “The King of the Jéws, butkather, “This man said,  am King of the
Jews.” Pilate answered, “Shat I have written Thave written.” When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,
they took his garments and divided themiinto)four parts, one part for dach'soldier; also his tunic.
But the tunic was seamless, woyéfillin one pi€ce from top to boef6, s0,thé¥ said to one another, “Let
us not tear it, but cast lotsffehit'to see whose it shall be,” This was to fulfill the Scripture which says,
“They divided my ga¥ments among them, and for niy clothing they cast lots.” So the soldiers did these
things,dbtEstanding byithe cross of Jeslis were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas,and Mary"Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, héaid to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. After this, Jesus, knowing that
all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so
they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had

received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
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e The Children’s Message is delivered by the pastor or other worship leader:

P (Ahead of time, get two flowers. Keep one fresh and allow one to obviously die. Hold up the two flowers.)
These two flowers are the same, right? (Allow responses.) You are right. One is dead. Why do you
think it died? (Allow responses.) That’s right. It did not have enough water and light to keep it alive.
Sadly, people die too. But they don’t usually die from lack of water or light. Why do people die?
(Allow responses.) That’s right. People die from old age, from sickness and accident. It can be very
sad when we lose a loved one or very scary to face our own death. But there is another kind of death
that happens to people. It is called spiritual death. Like with the flower. It happens from a lack of
water—the water of Baptism that makes us God’s own child and a lack of light—the light of life that
Jesus won for us on the cross. By his resurrection he makes us spiritually alive to serve him. And his
light of life will not die like the flower. We are promised that our loved ones and we ourselves will live
with Jesus in heaven, even after we die. That’s good news and something to celebrate—like we will on

Easter. (Close with an echo prayer thanking God for life or let a child pray.)

e A Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune JesugMeins Lebens Lebeén 87 87 88
77, or a selection from the contemporary music seng suggestions Jistat the end of the
music guide for this service can befsung imstead:

Chrisgy the life of alhehe living, Chuist, thédeath ofdeath, our foe,
Christ, youfselffor me once giving toichedarkest depths of woe:
Through your suffering, death, and merit life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand'thanks are due, dearest Jesus, unto'you.

You hayesuffercdigreat affliction and rave'Borne it patiently,
Evenideath by crucifixiongfullyto'atone for me;
For youchose to be tormeénted that my doom should be prevented.
Thousand, thousandithaiik sare due, dearest Jesus, unto you.

Then, for all that bought my pardon, for the sorrows deep and sore,
For the anguish in the garden, I will thank you evermore,
Thank you for the groaning, sighing, for the bleeding and the dying,

For that last triumphant cry, praise you evermore on high.

o Ifdesired, this Mini Movie (purchased by you from Worship House Media:
worshiphousemedia.com) is presented on a screen at this time to reflect on the events
and the meaning of Good Friday:

http://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/36244/good-friday
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e The Sermon Dialog with Mary, Mother of Jesus is delivered by the pastor (P)) and
another reader (R)) in the role of Mary:

[P} Crossroads. They are there for all of us. We may move along from day to day easily, walking in the
sunshine, enjoying the view, feeling at peace. And then it comes. A crossroad. A choice point. There
we stand, frozen to the spot. Which way now? Right? Left? Straight? What waits down each of those
choices? Which way does our heart call us to go? Which makes sense? Which is God’s way?

The answers aren’t easy. A crossroad can bring daunting spiritual pain. And it can bring us to our

knees. It can even bring us to destruction.

Tonight we look at the reality of the death of Jesus. The story may be familiar to us, but it is not
pleasant. The story may, in some sense be horrifying and add to our own fear of death. But in the

story there is also a remarkable and astonishing hope.

Tonight we have with us an expert on the life and deathfof JeSusy called Jesus of NazarethuTonight we

will hear from Mary, mother of Jesus.
(Mary enters. She is dressed wello in biblical costume. She enters smiling, Séémingly joyful.)
[P Welcome, Mary. We Know youwell:'Stripture speal® oftéh of youslife and your experiences.

R Thank you. I am bappy t0'be with you. I guessl neverthought I would be well known, even up to this
day. But God had other plans for me.

[P} Wee often read about your Jife when'ghe angel announcedsshe birth of Jesus to you and the stories of
the birth in Bethlehetft and the flight to Egypt. Buggonightwe want to focus on the end of Jesus life

instead efithe beginhing. We know youswere dlso invelved in that event.
R Yes, I was theve. At the cross. It is not a time Elike to dwell on.
(P} Can you tell us about it?

R Like all deaths, Jesus' death was a time of fear and great sorrow. His death was a terrible pain for me. My

very heart was broken. But I know now that it was also a time of irony.
P Irony?

R Think about it. Think about the amazing contrasts in that death. Here he was, bringing life by dying on
a cross. Here was the gifter of light dying in darkness.

[P} Were you able to see those contrasts when you were there at the cross?

R No. Ir was simply a time of great sorrow. Even though Jesus had told us often that he would be put to
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death at the hands of the Romans and religious leaders, we never really believed it. Certainly, I didn’t
believe it. I had become so used to the miraculous life that Jesus lived, the marvelous things he was able to
accomplish. I was so used to the pride I had in him as he went about his ministry of teaching and healing,
I just could not imagine that it would end like that. I guess, there at the cross, mostly I was feeling helpless
sorrow, almost despair. Here was my lovely child, the light of my life, my very heartbeat, dying in shame.

(P I think we can feel that with you. In fact, we all experience something like that at the death of a loved
one. Many of us have been brought to our knees by the death of someone close to us. We know the

heart pain that must have been yours. We know the helpless despair that comes with that kind of loss.
R) The pain is so deep, it almost cannot be put into words.
[P} And yet you can stand here among us and smile.

R Of course, because we know that the curtain of death is not the end of the story. It is only the end of the
first act in the miracle of life that Jesus bought for us on that dross.

[P) The words we all cherish are those that Jesus spoke to Nicodemus: ... “God s¢'loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believesfin him'should not perish bitshave cternal life” (John 3:16).
With you, we understand that his{dcath was'for us a gift of lifes

R Laterin life, when I would emconnter people who knew Jesus,and knew my story, they would ask, “How
can you be so joyful whenou were there at the death ofyowr son?” And the answer was easy. I was also

there when be rose, when he overcame dedith, whenbe claimed victoryover death and gave us life.

(P} That’s not easy to remembeswhen we confront the crosstead of death=the death of a loved one or

even our own death.

R No, death is never casy. 1 sometimes think of my bwndleath. Ob, it is not well known like Jesus death. My
death was quiet, in my old age. And yet itwas also filled with contrast. In a way my death came with a
great sense of loss. I felt I was losing my connection to the many I had shared my life with, including John
who had become my son. But it was also a time of great joy, because I knew I was moving into the arms of

my Son, my Savior in a better, brighter life.
P) I know that St. Paul said, “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” I guess that is true for all of us.

R Not that we don’t grieve. Death remains the great robber, the one seemingly taking from us all that we
hold dear, including our life. But that’s not the end of the story. We know that death is in reality a new

beginning, Jesus has opened the tomb, the stone is rolled away. Death cannot hold us and we can smile.
[P} Someone once said that the Christian faith is teaching people how to die. Do you agree?

R No. Definitely not. Jesus did not come just to bring a way to choose life at the crossroad of death but a way
to continually choose the abundant life at all life’s crossroads. Faith in Christ teaches how to live. We live
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¢ The Opening Hymn is sung by the congregation to the tune Llanfair 77 77 and
alleluias, or a selection from the contemporary music song suggestions list at the end of
the music guide for this service can be sung instead:

Christ the Lord is risn today, Alleluia! Earth and heav’n in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth reply, Alleluia!

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia!

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Foll'wing our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the ¢ the grave, the skies, Alleluja!
Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n, Allelu “‘tge by both be giv’ 6

Thee we greet triumphant now, ial\Hailthe Resurref:‘@ ia!
G‘ '\c’E
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