


IN STEP with CHRIST: PRAYERS AND DEVOTIONS FOR FATHERS

IN STEP WITH CHRIST...
AND WITH OURSELVES

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

EPHESIANS 2:10

s Christian fathers — if we onsive to %in—
herent in our roles as t 1cal crea ultural
and religious nurturers 1ldren e d much of

our time prov1d|6 ng forﬂt@ what we do.

And like all creators, we Qy weak ons of the orig-
inal Creator, poor ¢ a e are his work-
manship, create od wor 6!& ites to the Ephesians.
We are& in order to respond to those
immens pOIlSlblhtleS ust learn to care for ourselves
first. That self-care begins with prayer and with our connection
to the giver of life. I hope these short reflections and “consid-
erations and prayers” will give you a place to begin, a moment
within your day that will nudge you into a closer relationship

with God — Father, creator, nurturer, and role model for all that
we live and do.

— Steve Glvens
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IN STEP WITH MY SPOUSE

Husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.

EPHESIANS 5:28

hen my wife and I were newlyweds, I remember asking
her frequently, “Do you love me?” I thought she did, of

course, but at that early stage of ou ogether I ne to be
reminded. Over the years, the@ nswer
taded as our experlenc our res ne another
replaced any lin r‘ é

Our lives became one in C “)ur we

a lifetime of physmal@ al and spi ring for one an-
other to bring lw and ma than a greeting card
sentime, co Q a gift from God that flows
througG becomes 9}% share it with another and,

especially, with our spouses.

ay, but it takes

CONSIDER AND PRAY
Lord, show me what can I do today to love my wife more fully
and allow her to feel more loved.
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IN STEP WITH WORK & RESPONSIBILITIES

Entrust your works to the LoRrD, and your plans will succeed.

PROVERBS 16:3

ne of my favorite sayings is the old Yiddish expression:
“People make plans and God laughs.” In our human wis-
dom, we think we have it all ﬁgured out and know all the an-

swers. We think we must plan ou om beginnin

and “live that plan” if we wa ceed That, adv1ce
for much of our lives, b early e

Plans are good lg’ ut unl (Q? we 1Include God 1n
them, we are building hve a pro lasting founda-
tion. And they will c stead of, ing plans, open
your life to Go h1m t ?thor of your dreams.

Work a tQ e nowledge and faith
that G arge.

CONSIDER AND PRAY
All-knowing God, may my plan for my life include all the
dreams you have for me.
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IN STEP ON THE FIELD OF PLAY

Therefore, encourage one another and build
one another up, as indeed you do.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:11

very two years, many turn their eyes to the Olympic games,
hoping to catch some moment of greatness and see the
world’s best athletes compete. It l@wondrous ingpixing
time. Unfortunately, there is a ide W ing
winners and name-callin @ nd poor anship gets
S

shrugged off as n‘ 1rg

As fathers, we are often COQ spect t our children’s
sporting events, whe pting t r glory days (or
the lack thereo these YW tes. This is one of

our gre Q confidence without criti-
cizing down—pla hers? Are we strong enough to
leave sarcasm and name calling outside the lines of our chil-
dren’s lives? They don’t need it, and neither do we.

CONSIDER AND PRAY
God of all wins and losses, what can I do today to encourage my
children in their activities and dreams?



For we are his workmanship, created in Chrzst Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehard g should wa@

eceive encoﬁ&%as a fai T, grandfather step-

father, man y two—week devotional.

Through fourteen devo Ste[) PVZ st author (and
tather) Steve Give rovide ed scriptural sup-
port to men alk falthw y as Christ-led and
Chrlst— ples to thei ren and families.
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